LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

JANUARY 3, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held their annual organizational meeting on Monday, January 3, 2011 at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Dan Proffitt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

PRESENT:
Dan Proffitt


Rick Brenneman

Levi Lapp



Randy Jackson

Jim Bullitt

Daniel S. Miller 



Jerry Emling


Clark Coates

Rueben H. Miller



Christ Groff


Charlesie Coates

Beth Proffitt



Jeff Wood


Tammy Coover

Debbie Proffitt



Margaret DeCarolis

Patsy Eller

Ann Solway



Christine Jackson

Benuel King

H.R. Solway







Daniel King

Samuel Stoltzfus

TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried appointing Mr. Jackson as Temporary Chairman.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

Chairman: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried

reappointing Mr. Proffitt as Chairman.


Vice-Chairman: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Mr. Jackson as Vice-Chairman.

Mr. Profitt resumed Chairman responsibilities and called an executive session at 7:03 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 7:22 p.m.

2011 APPOINTMENTS:


Accounting Firm: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried confirming Trout, Ebersole and Groff as the accounting firm of the Township.

Bank: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried designating PNC Bank as the bank for official Township business.  


Cleaning Services: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing Deborah Harvey to provide cleaning services at a rate of $80.00 per cleaning.


Emergency Management Coordinator: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried reappointing Ronald Criswell as EMS Coordinator.


Engineer: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing the firm of Light-Heigel Associates as the Engineering firm.

Fire Company Liaison: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Mr. Wood as the Township liaison for the Robert Fulton Fire Company.

Inter-Municipal Council: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Mr. Groff as the Township representative and Mr. Wood as the alternate representative on the Inter-Municipal Council.


Legal Notices: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to place legal notices in the Lancaster Newspapers.


Library Liaison: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Mr. Jackson as the Township liaison with the Quarryville Library. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting.


Mileage Reimbursement: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried establishing the mileage reimbursement rate of 51¢ per mile, consistent with IRS guidelines.


Park Board: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Pat Wood to a 5-year term on the Park Board. 


Planning Commission Secretary: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Jennifer Brown as the Township Planning Commission Secretary at a rate of $120.77 per meeting.


Roadmaster: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried reappointing Mr. Emling as Roadmaster and authorizing a request be made to the Auditors establishing the salary for that position at $50,429.20 annually. Mr. Emling abstained from voting.


Road Crew: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried reappointing Frank Gore and Troy Jones as full-time road crew members at a rate of $22.13 per hour.  


Seasonal Employees: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried establishing the hourly rate of $18.31 per hour for seasonal employees.


SECA Representative: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried reappointing Mr. Jackson as the SECA Representative. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting.


Secretary/Treasurer: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried reappointing Margaret DeCarolis as the Secretary/Treasurer at an hourly rate of $19.67.


Sewage Enforcement Officer: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing Marvin Stoner as Sewage Enforcement Officer with an annual salary of $6,000.00.


Solicitor: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson to reappoint the firm of Blakinger, Byler and Thomas, P.C. as Solicitor for the Township. Mr. Proffitt, Mr. Wood and Mr. Groff all opposed the motion. Mr. Proffitt indicated that he had obtained an estimate from the law firm of McMichael, Heiney & Sebastian, LLC for legal services and motioned the Board appoint that firm to serve as Solicitor. Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson advised the Board that Mr. McMichael owned a trailer court within the Township and has in the past provided false documentation to the Township as well threatened filing lawsuits against herself as well as the Township. Mr. Proffitt indicated that he had spoken with Mr. McMichael pertaining to the property he owned within the Township and Mr. McMichael has agreed to rescue himself of any matters that would pose a conflict of interest. Ms. Jackson then questioned if a backup solicitor would be appointed for her to utilize in the event she is forced to seek legal council concerning Mr. McMichael as she has in the past. Mr. Emling also questioned the reasoning for switching solicitors when the bid provided by McMichael, Heiney & Sebastian, LLC was $15 an hour higher than their current solicitor. Mr. Proffitt indicated that with the billing being done on a quarter-hour basis that he did not foresee the difference in rate as a large concern. Mr. Wood indicated that he was unaware of the legal concerns the Township had regarding Mr. McMichael when he had agreed to support his firm being appointed. Now that he was aware of the situation, he could not support the firms appointment as council for the Township. Mr. Proffitt indicated that as chairman of the Board, he could not and would not continue working with the current attorney at Blakinger, Byler and Thomas as he’s had disagreements with her in the past. He further indicated there were additional reasons he had for seeking other council, which he did not wish to make public. Mr. Emling advised that the current firm of Blakinger, Byler and Thomas employed numerous attorneys and had significant resources, which was one of the reasons the Township had originally engaged their services. Following a discussion, Mr. Proffitt motioned that the Board remain with the firm of Blakinger, Byler and Thomas but that another attorney within the firm be selected to represent the Townships interests. The motion was seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried. 


Treasurer Bond: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to maintain the amount of the Treasurer’s Bond at $500,000.00.


Working Supervisors: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to recommend a salary of $18.31 per hour for working Supervisors to the elected auditors. 


Zoning Officer: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing Christine Jackson as the Zoning Officer at an annual salary of $25,000.00. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting.

Zoning Hearing Board: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing Joan Deen and David Young to 3 year terms on the Zoning Hearing Board.

Zoning Hearing Board Alternate: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing Willis Martin to a 3 year term as the alternate on the Zoning Hearing Board.


Zoning Hearing Board Secretary: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried reappointing Dorothy Simpson to a one year term as Zoning Hearing Board Secretary at a rate of $120.77 per hearing plus and additional $10.00 per each hearing beyond the 2nd hearing held during an individual night. 


Dental/Vision Plan: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to maintain the annual allocation of $1,000.00 per year on the Dental/Vision program. Mr. Emling and Mr. Jackson both abstained from voting. 


Road Crew Holidays: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried with Mr. Emling abstaining from voting, authorizing 10 paid holidays for full-time road crew members as follows:


Mon., Jan 3- New Year’s

Fri., Mar. 22 – Good Friday

Mon., May 30 – Memorial Day
Mon., July 6 – Independence Day

Mon., Sept 5 Labor Day

Thur./Fri., Nov 24 & 25 – Thanksgiving


Fri., Dec. 23 – Christmas 

Tues., May 17 & Tues., Nov. 8- Election Days


Vacation Schedule: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried verifying that Roadcrew members Frank Gore was entitled to 4 weeks of paid vacation and that Troy Jones was entitled to 2 weeks of paid vacation. 


Robert Fulton Fire Company: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried recognizing the Robert Fulton Fire Company as the official Fire Company of the Township.


State Convention Delegates: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried appointing Jerry Emling as the voting delegate for Little Britain Township at the State Convention in Hershey. Mr. Wood also motioned that the Zoning Officer and/or Secretary/Treasurer be authorized to attend the convention or any seminars they deemed appropriate. This motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried. 

REGULAR BUSINESS

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Groff, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to approve the minutes of the December 14th meeting as printed.

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $75.00 in December Sanitation fees.

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 6 building and 13 occupancy permits during December along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing Application. Ms. Jackson also advised the Board of the following: 

· Notification received from the County advising that they are no longer handling the recording or verification of ECHO agreements. Per Township zoning, Ms. Jackson already verifies the units use it each year. Going forward however, the Township will be responsible for the filing of and termination of ECHO agreements at the courthouse, which fees will have to be established for.

· The ECHO trailer placed on the Sprouse property has been removed. Termination paperwork for the ECHO use is being prepared.

· Number of participants expected at the training on January 12th pertaining to the PA Erosion and Sediment Control Regulations and requested authorization to purchase donuts for the event. Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried authorizing this request.

· That end of year reports for 2010 would be available for them in February.

TAXES: Tax Collector, Charlesie Coates reported turning in $962.13 in Real Estate tax and indicated that there were 82 outstanding bills that would be turned over for collections. Ms. Coates further advised the Board that due to health issues, she was resigning from her position as tax collector. The Board as well as numerous residents in attendance expressed their appreciation to Ms. Coates for her 22 years of service to the Township. Ms. Coates advised that she is aware that Tammy Coover is interested in the position and would be willing to run for the position during the 2011 elections. The Board was advised that in order to be eligible to run for the position of tax collector, Ms. Coover would have had to be a resident for the last 12 months, which she has not. Therefore the Board did not feel justified in appointing her to the position at this time. Information had been obtained from the County Treasurers office indicating that tax statements for 2011 were being prepared shortly and that current tax and collector information was needed in their office by tomorrow, January 4th for printing. Due to the immediate turn around time the Board was working within, they reviewed information pertaining to the County Treasurer’s Office serving as their tax collector. Financially speaking, the move to having the County collect the real estate taxes would save the Township approximately $3,400.00 per year as the County charges 75¢ per statement collected versus the 5% payment currently paid on taxes collected. Following a discussion of the matter, Mr. Emling motioned that the County be appointed as tax collector for Little Britain Township for 2011. The motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried.  

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following December road crew activities:
· Hauled rice to salt shed.

· Clean drain boxes. 

· Removed branches from various roads. 

· Cleaned garage.

· Installed shades and coat racks.

· Graded Widdowson, Oak, Black, Fulton Britain, Fern Crest and Springhill Roads.

· Swept various roads.

· Mowed road banks.

· Graded Cedar, Pine Grove, Scott and Fairmount Roads

· Cleaned side gutters on Camp, Ford, Brabson and Bluegill Roads.

· Performed routine equipment maintenance.

· Salted and cindered roads.

· Mixes salt and cinders.

· Filled potholes on dirt roads.

· Swept roads.

Plans for January/February
· Work on Eagle Road, weather permitting.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried authorizing the payment of the end of year bills, General Fund checks 7716 through 7731 (minus check 7721) in the amount of $10,768.11. Motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried for the payment of check 7721 in the amount of $2,316.25 payable to Andrew Jackson Excavating. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting. Mr. Emling motioned approval of the January bills, General Fund checks 7732 through 7736 in the amount of $1,390.84. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Supervisor, Mr. Wood encouraged residents to attend the training session being held on January 12th pertaining to the PA Erosion and Sediment Control Regulations. He further indicated that the State was making efforts to advise of the changes in regulations, therefore ignorance of them would not be an acceptable explanation or justification if caught in non-compliance. Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson again advised of the manner in which the Township had been notified of the changes and their desire to obtain more concise information pertaining to the changes. She answered questions presented by those in attendance as she was capable and advised that if anyone was unable to attend the training but wanted copies of the information presented to please contact her directly.

SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY: Motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried establishing the date of Saturday, April 30th for the Spring Clean-Up day. The event will be held from 8 a.m. to 12 noon at the Municipal building. 

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP DAY AT THE PARK: The agreed to hold their Community Clean-Up day at the park in conjunction with Spring Clean-up as in the past few years. This event will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mr. Wood requested that Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson again contact the 4-H pigmy club for assistance.  

EASTER EGG HUNT: The Board was advised that the Park Board had established a date of Saturday, April 16th for the Annual Egg Hunt. Activities are to begin at 1 p.m. with the egg hunt beginning promptly at 2 p.m. 

CABLE SERVICE: Resident, Angela Willbanks advised the Board she has been a resident of the Township for 10 years and that while she enjoys the rural nature of the community she is upset by her inability to receive cable service. She currently subscribes to Direct TV, however she is unhappy with the service she is receiving. After receiving an advertising flyer from Comcast, she contacted the company about obtaining service. She was later advised that it would cost approximately $47,000.00 to have cable run to her home. She stated her belief that the contractual agreement to have so many houses per mile is unrealistic in such a rural community. She further indicated her unhappiness with the Board allowing exclusive rights to Comcast Cable when they are unwilling/unable to provide service to all residents. The Board advised Ms. Willbanks that an attorney who specializes in cable contract negotiations was utilized prior to the last contract being executed and that unfortunately, as of this time, Comcast is the only cable company that has approached the Township about providing this service. 

REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Following a brief discussion of this Board and the inactivity of our representatives for the last 2 years, the Board decided to table this matter until a later date.

PLANNING COMMISSION: Minutes of the December 28th Township Planning Commission meeting were unavailable, however, Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised that all of the following requests being presented to the Board had been reviewed and approved for recommendation by the Township Planning Commission to the Board of Supervisors.


Isaac F. Stoltzfus: Brian Masterson of Register presented the plan to the Board 


requesting a plan processing waiver, a 3-meeting delay waiver and authorization for 


the signing of the Sewage Facilities Module, Resolution #1-11. Following a review of


the plan, Mr. Wood motioned the Board approve the above requested approvals. The


motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried. 


Moses and Annie King: Brain Masterson of Register presented the plan, requesting a


waiver of plan processing as a majority of the land involved was within East Drumore


Township. Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried 


approving the waival of plan processing request.


Aaron Stoltzfus: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer reviewed the plan with the Board, 


advising of the request for authorization to sign the mylars. Following a review of the


plan, a motion was made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried 


authorizing the signing of the mylars. 


Chester Water Authority: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer presented the land 


development plan to the Board and advised of a request for a 3-Meeting delay


waiver. Following a review of the plan, a motion was made by Mr. Wood, seconded


by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the 3-Meeting delay waiver. 

ROBERT FULTON FIRE COMPANY: Mr. Emling advised that he had been approached by Mike Church of Fulton Township pertaining to Little Britain splitting a bill for the purchase of pipe that was installed by Fulton Township at the Fire House. The total expense for pipe was approximately $1,900.00. Following a discussion of the matter, Mr. Proffitt motioned the Board agree to pay one-half of the bill for the pipe installed. The motion was seconded by Mr. Wood and carried. Mr. Emling and Mr. Jackson both opposed the motion indicating that while they support the Fire Co., they do not believe our Township should be accepting responsibility for work being performed on property owned by Fulton Township.

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed.

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:15 p.m., being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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