LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

October 11, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 11th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Dan Proffitt, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

 PRESENT: 
Dan Proffitt


Jim Bullitt

Carl Wenrich



Randy Jackson

Karl Heinselman
 
Craig Williams




Christ Groff


Peter Hughes

Pat Wood 


Jeff Wood


Marcella Peyre-Ferry
Matt Young

Margaret DeCarolis

Linda Robinson

 



Christine Jackson

 

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to adopt the minutes of the September 13th meeting as printed.

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner had no collections for the month September.  

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 9 building, 9 occupancy and 2 demolition permits during September along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing Application.  Ms. Jackson also advised of the following:

· Zoning Hearing Application of David Stoltzfoos.

· Chapter 102 Violations at the James Landis Poultry houses. Mr. Landis had contacted her to advise of the projects completion and to request an occupancy permit. Due to the list of violations pertaining to the project she had received from the Lancaster County Conservation District, she advised a letter authorizing the issuance of an occupancy permit would need to be obtained from Nate Kurtz of the Conservation District. Mr. Kurtz supplied authorization and ensured that his department would continue monitoring and inspections under the Chapter 102 regulations and under Mr. Landis’ NPDES permit. 


ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following September road crew activities:

· Mowed road banks.

· Cleaned all inlet boxes.

· Mowed road banks.

· Graded Oak, Springhill, Reath, Bluegill, Scott and Pine Grove Roads.

· Paved Kirks Mill Road.

· Backfilled Lloyds and Kirks Mill Roads. 

· Cleaned and mowed at the Park.

· Graded and rolled Camp, Pine Grove, Scott and Blue Gill Roads.

· Hauled dirt from Balance Meeting Road to Township building.

· Worked on Camp Road. 

· Backfilled along Black Road.

· Graded Widdowson, Pine Grove, Oak, Scott, Fulton Britain, Brabson, Cedar and Blue Gill Roads.

· Built temporary road into development.

· Hauled stone to Camp and Bluff Roads.

· Swept various roads.

· Rolled Bluff, Scott, Blue Gill, Camp and Pine Grove Roads.

· Cleaned stone from various boxes on Kirks Mill Road.

Plans for October/November

· Continue backfilling on Lloyds and Kirks Mill Roads. 

· Begin excavating for Ballance Mill bridge. 

Mr. Emling expressed his appreciation to Isaac Stoltzfoos for allowing the Township to install a temporary road on his property. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: At 7:20 p.m., Mr. Proffitt advised the Board would be convening for an executive session to discuss a legal correspondence received from the solicitor. The meeting was reconvened at 7:24 p.m.

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $599.60 in Real Estate and $135.56 in Interim tax from the Lancaster County Treasure’s office during the month of September.

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8059 through 8091 in the amount of $39,858.89. Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried authorizing the payment of State Fund checks 1866 through 1868 in the amount of $54,379.96 and Kirks Mill Road Takeback checks 3087 through 3089n the amount of $217,030.38. Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried authorizing payment of General Fund check 8092 in the amount $428.54. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting due to a financial conflict of interest. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Resident, Pat Wood questioned if former Tax Collector, Charlesie Coates was ever recognized by the Board of Supervisors for her years of service and dedication. She was advised that Ms. Coates was acknowledged the evening she submitted her resignation. 

ORDINANCE #1-11: Act 32 – Earned Income Tax: Resident, Matt Young questioned the verbiage from the legal advertisement pertaining to this Ordinance as a “net profit income” and inquired if a new tax was being enacted. A discussion along with a further review of the ordinance raised concerns of the Board members who ensured they were not interested in adding or increasing any taxes. Following the discussion, Mr. Emling motioned that the matter be tabled until clarification could be obtained from the Township Solicitor. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. 

QUARRYVILLE LIBRARY: Linda Robinson, Vice-President of the Library’s Board of Directors presented the Board and those in attendance with information pertaining to the use of the library, programs offered and contributions received and being committed. Ms. Robinson reviewed the information presented and advised that all of the other local municipalities were committing to donating $1.00 per capita and requested the Board do the same for Little Britain. Questions regarding there not being a “Read to Pets” program being available as well as that the Friends of the Library providing funds for the ordering of new materials were answered. It was noted that over 300 members of the Amish Community utilize the book mobile. Following Ms. Robinson’s presentation, Mr. Emling motioned that the $3,000.00 donation allocated for the library for 2011 be released. Mr. Jackson seconded that motion, which carried. 

PENSION PLAN DISBURSEMENT: It was noted that the Township received $7,775.07 from the state for the funding of the Township Pension Plan. The Secretary/Treasurer recommended contributing $2,580.00 for each of the 3 employees enrolled in this plan and to retain $35.07 for administrative fees. Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to disburse the funding as outlined above. Mr. Emling abstained from voting.

FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUNDING: It was noted that the Township received $48,200.51 to be disbursed among local emergency companies. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to disburse $39,524.41 or 82% of the funding received to the Robert Fulton Fire Co. which covers a vast majority of the Township. Both the Quarryville Fire Company and the Wakefield Ambulance Association will receive $4,338.05 or 9% of the funding received.   
POSTING AGENDA ON WEBSITE: Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised of a request received from resident Michael Queer to have the agendas for the Board of Supervisors meeting be posted on the Township website. Mr. Queer indicated that due to medical circumstances, he is unable to drive but could arrange transportation to Board meetings if there were items on the agenda that he felt would be important to him. Ms. Jackson advised that Mr. Queer indicated he was upset over the activities taking place at Chester Water Authority and of his belief that residents should receive personal notification via mail when major renovations such as those taking place are being discussed. Ms. Jackson advised that such a solution was not cost effective, however she would present his request for the agenda to be posted on-line. She further advised that he could contact the Township office at any time to confirm what items were planned. Mr. Proffitt indicated he had no qualms with having the agenda posted on-line. A brief discussion followed concerning last minute requests for the agenda not being accommodated should it be posted several days in advance as well as items that could be presented during public participation that would not be included on a tentative agenda. Due to the possibility of there being legal ramifications with posting a tentative agenda on-line, the Board tabled the matter to obtain legal advice from the Solicitor. 

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried adopting the minutes of the September 28th Township Planning Commission meeting as printed. Ms. Jackson presented the Board with comments obtained from the Township Engineer pertaining to the plans being reviewed.

David Martin: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented and reviewed the subdivision plan and requested approval to have the mylars signed. Following a review of the plan, Mr. Emling motioned approval for the signing of the mylars. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. 

Aaron Stoltzfus: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the plan revision seeking Board approval. Following a review of the plan, a motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried approving the revision as presented. 

Cliff Sensenig: Peter Hughes of Red Barn Consulting presented the plan for the creation of an RCM Digester on the Sensenig property and explained the process of converting manure into power. He further advised of the steps taken to comply with regulations even though a land development waiver was being requested. Following his presentation, Ms. Jackson confirmed his understanding of needing cost estimates so that escrow funding could be compiled. Motion was then made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried authorizing the waiver of land development.

Planning Commission Vice-Chair, Matt Young advised the Board of the need for changes to be made in the Zoning Ordinance to ensure that no well or septic systems are installed within 100 feet of each other. He further indicated his concern over new wells being installed within 100 feet of Agricultural property, which hinders the spreading of manure on those agricultural grounds thereby impacting their effective use of that land for agricultural purposes. Ms. Jackson advised the Board that both of these issues were being addressed in the zoning revisions currently being drafted that would be presented to the Board upon completion. 

TRUCK NEEDS: Mr. Emling questioned Mr. Proffitt on what information he had obtained in his research pertaining to the purchase of a 10-wheeler. Mr. Proffitt referred to Mr. Groff who indicated that he had confirmed that a used Freightliner truck was not adaptable for municipal use. He further indicated that he had spoken to Township workers from a nearby municipality who was happy with the Freightliner brand. He believed that the Township should check out other manufacturers to confirm if a used vehicle could meet the needs of the Township. Mr. Emling indicated that should the Township choose to purchase a used vehicle that the Township would need to bid the vehicle to the specifications it desired. Mr. Emling further advised that he checked with a representative from Mack and confirmed that there was only about a $2700.00 price difference in a single or double axle truck. 

ROAD CREW WORK HOURS: Mr. Proffitt indicated his concern over the Township roadcrew’s schedule of working from 6 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and his desire to see the roadcrew begin its workday at 7 a.m. He indicated his concern over it still being dark at 6 a.m. as well as the fog that could often be a problem at that hour. He further advised that in checking with other Townships that their roadcrews did not begin work until 7 and his belief that the later starting time would be more convenient for contractors. Mr. Emling advised he did had not incurred any difficulty with contractors and that beginning at 6 a.m. allowed the roadcrew to set up for the day and be ready for work when the sun came up. Additionally, he indicated that being in at 6 a.m. allowed the roadcrew time to check on road conditions or cold spots in the winter months prior to buses hitting the road or to take care of any falling limbs or debris on the roads that would hinder traffic.

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: Mr. Proffitt advised that the Board would be conducting a budget workshop shortly following this meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:00 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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