LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

October 9, 2012

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 9th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Jerry Emling, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

 PRESENT: 
Jerry Emling


Jim Bullitt

George Osborn

 



Randy Jackson

Sue Bullitt

Paul Staton



Dan Proffitt


Andy DiGrazio Jr.
Ken Walton



Pat Wood


Troy Jones 

Craig Williams 

 



Christine Jackson

Jack Naylor

Debbie Wygent



Margaret DeCarolis

 

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Ms. Wood and carried to adopt the minutes of the September 11th meeting as printed.

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $75.00 in September Sanitation fees.

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 5 building, 1 driveway and 13 occupancy permits during September. Ms. Jackson also advised of the following:

· Information received pertaining to Act 97 requiring all municipalities to report any newly approved building units to the their local school districts on a monthly basis.

· Audit report from the Department of Labor and Industry received indicating there were no administration errors found. Errors were found and noted at the job sites. While property owners confirmed they had made changes following their final inspections that resulted in the audit findings, the Department of Labor and Industry noted that per the law the Township remains responsible. Ms. Jackson pointed out that the law also prohibits the Township from inspecting a property for code compliance upon project completion. She also noted her belief that Pete Kingsley of Commonwealth Code Inspection Services is doing a good job for the Township as its building inspector.

· Information presented to the Board during the September meeting pertaining to the collection of fees associated with the streetlights for the Steele Ridge development. Ms. Jackson also advised that she has spoken with Mr. Steele who confirmed he had no desire to establish a homeowners association for the collection and payment of these fees and requested the Township handle the matter through taxes. Following a brief discussion confirming the location of the 2 lights and that the developer and/or property owner would be responsible for the taxes on the vacant lots, a motion was made by Mr. Jackson approving the establishment of a streetlight tax for the residents of the Steele Ridge subdivision, which will be collected by the County. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried.  

· Unhappy response received by resident, George Hancsak pertaining to an e-mail he received from the Township advising him he may wish to contact the Lancaster County Conservation District regarding the water runoff from a nearby farm. Ms. Jackson has followed up with the Conversation District and confirmed the farm in question does have a plan filed with them. She additionally confirmed the resident would need to personally file a complaint with the Conversation District in order for them to investigate further. Ms. Jackson is willing to follow-up with Mr. Hancsak should the Board desire, however she wanted to advise the Board of the current situation with this matter and obtain their approval prior to doing so. Mr. Emling indicated he has spoken with the farmer and made him aware of the concern regarding the runoff. Ms. Wood indicated her belief that if a filed plan is ineffective in containing the water runoff that it needs to be updated.

· Upon being notified of a fire at Little Britain Elementary School, Ms. Jackson contacted the School District. Upon the School District being notified they immediately sent a representative to the site and were advised the fire was accidental. The contractor was again clearly informed that all materials were to be hauled away from the site and no burning of materials was allowed. No further incidents have occurred.

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following September road crew activities:

· Cleaned Park.

· Mowed various roads.

· Mowed and trimmed at the Park.

· Filled sandbags for box culvert.

· Cleaned box culvert on Green Lane.

· Hauled a load of stone to Fern Crest Rd.

· Cleaned inlet boxes for rain. 

· Cleaned side gutters on Bluegill Road. 

· Hauled stone to, graded and rolled Fairmount Road. 

· Began work on installation of pipe on box culvert.

· Mowed at Park and Township building.

· Graded Pine Grove, Scott and Bluegill Roads.

· Hauled stone to box culvert.

· Cleaned intersection of Ford and Pine Grove Roads.

· Removed tree and limbs from Honeysuckle and Brown Roads.

· Graded Widdowson, Reath, Pine Grove, Scott, Cedar and Oak Roads.

· Hauled stone to Fairmount and Oak Roads.

· Removed tree from Sleepy Hollow Road.

Plans for October/November

· Install box culvert.

· Dirt & Gravel Road project on Fairmount Road.
Mr. Emling advised the Board of and presented them with information pertaining to a pre-wetted road deicer that is claimed to be more environmentally friendly as well as have a lower freezing temperature. The product regularly sells for 20% to 30% more than traditional road salt but Cargill Salt has agreed to allow him to purchase 2 truck loads of this material (approximately 50 tons) for the regular salt price. Following a brief discussion, the Board authorized Mr. Emling to try the new product. Mr. Emling also advised the Board that the delivery of the box culvert for Ballance Mill Road was still scheduled for October 17th. Ms. Wood questioned the bill received from Petro’s Custom Concrete and inquired why the amount billed exceeded the bid amount. Mr. Emling advised that additional concrete was required, which caused an increase in the billing. Mr. Proffitt questioned what plans were in place for the completion of road bank filling at the intersection of Lloyds and King Pen Roads. Mr. Emling indicated work on the project had been delayed due to weather and mechanical trouble with the skid loader. He further reported the skid loader is being repaired and should be returned by the end of the week. Mr. Proffitt advised residents would probably be pleased if the area could just be smoothed down until further work was done. Mr. Proffitt also questioned if Mr. Emling was pleased with the sandblasting and painting work that was performed on the Peterbilts. Mr. Emling advised he was. 

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $1,177.47 in Real Estate and $94.77 in Interim tax from the Lancaster County Treasure’s office during the month of September.

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8479 through 8511 in the amount of $52,946.90. Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried approving the payment of General Fund check 8512 in the amount of $75.00. Mr. Jackson abstained. Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund check 8513 in the amount of $200.00. Mr. Proffitt abstained. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting was opened for public participation, with no response. 

STATE POLICE: Lt. Gibble of the State Police presented the Board with a profile of incidents for the Township in the years 2010 and 2011 along with the fines and penalties received by the municipality for those years. In reviewing the figures presented, Lt. Gibble indicated that the number of incidents in Little Britain Township accounted for 5% of the overall calls covered by the State Police Lancaster Barracks. Based on the figures as presented, there was a decrease of 16% in total incident calls from 2010 to 2011, however it was indicated that the number of burglaries increased from 6 to 16 during the same timeframe. Lt. Gibble also advised of current scams taking place within the area and strongly encouraged residents to be vigilant when dealing with strangers. Resident, George Osborn inquired into the legality of farm equipment with steel wheels traveling on the roadways and indicated his concern over their inability to stop quickly if necessary. Lt. Gibble indicated there was no law preventing such vehicles on the road. Ms. Wood inquired if a resident could confirm if a vehicle was listed as stolen if a license plate number was called into the Police Headquarters. Lt. Gibble stated that they could confirm whether a license plate and/or vehicle was listed as stolen but would be unable to identify the owner of either. Ms. DeCarolis questioned if he had received confirmation that the payments received by municipalities for fines assessed through the State Police would cease at the end of this year. Lt. Gibble indicated he had heard various versions how much of the funding obtained from State Police fines would be retained by the State to hire and train new officers but was uncertain at this time as to how this new law would affect municipalities financially. The Board then discussed the vandalism that had occurred at the Township Park and the difficulty in maintaining contact with the officer in charge of the case due to the rotation schedules the officers’ work.  

RECESS: Mr. Emling called for a brief recess at 7:50 p.m. to provide Lt. Gibble with additional information obtained by the Board of Supervisors pertaining to the vandalism at the Township Park. The meeting was reconvened at 8:00 p.m.

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Ms. Wood and carried adopting the minutes of the September 25th Township Planning Commission meeting as printed.  

Edwin Sensenig: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the land development waiver request and Sewage Facilities Module. Following a brief discussion of the information presented, a motion was made by Mr. Profitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the land development waiver request and adopting Resolution # 8-12, the Sewage Facilities Module. 

SOLANCO YOUTH BASEBALL FIELD REQUEST: Jim Murray advised the Board he has been involved with Solanco Little League Baseball for approximately 15 years and is planning to start a team for younger children and looking for a field to use. He indicated he has confirmed that the field at the Township Park meets the specifications established for Little League teams and would like the Boards approval for this new younger team to practice and have games at this field. He stated the team would be willing to perform work on the field and install additional diamond tex. He indicated practices and/or games would be on weekdays and would run from approximately 6 to 8 p.m. Their season begins on April 20th, however the team would probably begin practicing in late March. Ms. Wood indicated that a team from Wrightsdale Baptist Church had been utilizing the field for several years now and questioned if Mr. Murray felt a schedule could be worked out between them for the fields use. Mr. Murray indicated he did not foresee any problem establishing a schedule with the church. Mr. Emling concurred with Ms. Wood on his desire to see both teams being able to utilize the field as needed but indicated that should there be a conflict that the field was constructed for the use of Little League teams and felt they should receive priority in scheduling. Paul Staton, the coach for a traveling baseball team entitled the Solanco Kings indicated he was seeking a field for his team to use as well. He stated his largest need was for a field on Sundays between March and October after 1 p.m. Ms. Wood indicated that Sundays during that timeframe are busy times at the Park and questioned if she could be notified in advance of exactly what dates he would be using the field so those scheduling reservations could be advised the field would be in use. Mr. Staton said he would be happy to provide her with a schedule. Mr. Murray inquired if the Board approved his request if he would be authorized to use his own equipment to work on the field and outfield. They advised that would fine, however before any work or practice were to take place that he would have to provide the Township with a certificate of insurance. Following more discussion on this matter, Mr. Proffitt motioned the Board authorize both teams approval for the use of the ball field if they are able to successfully coordinate the times they need with the church team. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried.  

FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUNDING: It was noted that the Township received $27,559.15 to be disbursed among local emergency companies. Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to disburse $22,631.29 or 82% of the funding received to the Robert Fulton Fire Co. which covers a vast majority of the Township. Both the Quarryville Fire Company and the Wakefield Ambulance Association will receive $2,483.92 or 9% of the funding received.   
PENSION PLAN DISBURSEMENT: It was noted that the Township received $7,273.55 from the state for the funding of the Township Pension Plan. The Secretary/Treasurer recommended contributing $2,404.54 for each of the 3 employees enrolled in this plan and to retain $59.92 for administrative fees. Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to disburse the funding as outlined above. Mr. Emling abstained from voting.

REFLECTIVE SHIRTS FOR ROAD CREW: Following a discussion regarding the legalities of the road crew wearing reflective clothing, the Board agreed the Township should provide such items for the crew. Mr. Proffitt motioned that the Township purchase monogrammed t-shirts, sweatshirts and hooded jackets for the members of the road crew at an expense not to exceed $300.00. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. 

GAZEBO ROOF: The Board was advised that a bid of $2,450.00 had been received from Duncan Remodeling and Repairs for the installation of a metal roof on the gazebo at the Park. A bid of $1,945.00 has been received previously by this company for the installation of a shingle roof. Ms. Wood indicated she would like to see additional bids obtained prior to the Board awarding this job. It was suggested that bids be obtained from Sean Armstrong on Jubilee Road and Enos Smoker on Schoolhouse Road.  

QUARRYVILLE LIBRARY: Jack Naylor of the Quarryville Library presented the Board with information pertaining to the library membership, usage and donations per municipality. At the current time, the donation anticipated from Little Britain would provide the library with a donation of 73¢ per capita. He urged the Board to consider increasing its annual donation and advised of his belief that the library was as integral a part of the infrastructure in the Township as our Emergency Services. He further noted that the library would soon be opening again on Mondays.

HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING: The Board was advised that notification had been received from the Lancaster County Emergency Management Agency stating that a Hazard Mitigation Plan for Lancaster County was being created. In order to qualify for mitigation funding going forward, the Township would be required to participate in the County plan. A training session on this topic was scheduled for Wednesday, October 17th. Following a brief discussion, Mr. Emling indicated his desire to attend but stated he would be unable to as the box culvert for Ballance Mill Road was to arrive that day. He suggested the Secretary/Treasurer attend. Ms. Wood questioned if the Emergency Management Coordinator would be attending. Ms. DeCarolis advised she had contacted Mr. Criswell but was unsure if he would be available to attend the session and indicated she would attend as requested. 

SUNSET DRIVE: Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised the Board of 2 letters received from Mr. Willerup of Sunset Drive. One letter requested the Township formally acknowledge its intent to accept the dedication of Sunset Drive. The other requested the Board agree to connect the drainpipe, which would be purchased by the property owners of Sunset Drive, to the current drainage pipes on Kirks Mill Road. Comments from the Township Engineer, Ed Fisher strongly discouraging the Board from committing themselves to anything pertaining to the takeback of this road as no formal plans had yet been submitted for Township consideration were reviewed. Ms. Wood questioned the current number of private roads that could potentially be presented to the Township for dedication. She was advised that as of this time, the 2 roads in Brittany Commons are private along with the road in the Steele Ridge Development. It was noted however, that the Board was advised of the desire for the road in the Steele Ridge development to be dedicated to the Township during its planning stage and was therefore being constructed per the Township regulations. A discussion pursued indicating that Mr. Willerup had received a copy of the road ordinance that indicates the specifications a road must meet in order to be considered for dedication to the Township. A copy of said ordinance was included in each supervisor’s folder for review. Mr. Emling noted his displeasure that Mr. Willerup was proposing to install a 20-ft. wide roadway when the plans for the development stated that a 28-ft roadway was to be installed. Ms. Wood indicated her concern over the continued maintenance and plowing responsibility on such a narrow cul-de-sac. She further stated her concern that Mr. Willerup was clearly neglecting to follow the suggestions made to him at the September meeting when he was advised that his next step in this matter would be obtaining an engineer and having a plan drafted for the Boards review. The Board also noted that they had received no calls or comments pertaining to this request from other residents on the road. Following this discussion, Ms. Wood motioned that both written requests for actions by the Township be denied. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. 

EMPLOYEE TRAINING MANUAL: Due to the time and the budget workshop still scheduled for the evening, the Board agreed to table this topic until the November meeting.

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: Mr. Emling advised that the Board would be conducting a budget workshop shortly following this meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:15 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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