LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

November 1, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 1st at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Vice-Chairman, Randy Jackson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

PRESENT: 
Randy Jackson


Linda Bolt

Rueben Miller


Jerry Emling



Jim Bullitt

Craig Williams



Christ Groff



Sue Bullitt

Pat Wood 



Jeff Wood



Whitney Chute

Margaret DeCarolis

 



Christine Jackson

 

MINUTES: Mr. Emling motioned the approval of the October 11th Board of Supervisors meeting with the following corrections: Under truck needs on page 4, it should be noted that workers from a nearby municipality were happy, not unhappy with the Freightliner brand. That section of the minutes should also reflect that Mr. Emling checked on the price difference in single and double axle trucks only on Mack trucks, not several manufactures. Mr. Wood seconded the motion, which carried.   

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $300.00 for October Sanitation fees.  

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 8 building and 12 occupancy permits during the month of October along with 1 Zoning Hearing Application for Christopher Cozzone which she reviewed with the Board.   

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following October road crew activities:

· Mowed road banks.

· Mowed and trimmed Park. 

· Hauled stone to and graded Eagle, Oak, Fern Crest, Reath and Widdowson Roads.

· Seeded and placed straw on Bluff Road.

· Graded Black, Widdowson and Springhill Roads.

· Removed stone on Scott and Roberts Roads.

· Removed trash from Pine Grove Road.

· Removed dirt and stone from Route 272.

· Stoned around pipes on Honeysuckle, Fairmount and Springhill Roads.

· Rolled Ford, Bluff, Pine Grove, Fulton Britain, Fern Crest, Widdowson and Eagle Roads.

· Graded and rolled Fairmount, Pine Grove, Blue Gill, Scott, Oak, Eagle and Bluff Roads.

· Installed pipe in side gutter along Pine Grove Road.

· Swept various roads.

· Hauled stone to Reath Road.

· Cleaned various inlet boxes.

· Hauled stone to salt shed.

· Prepared all equipment for snow removal.

· Salted and plowed roads.

Plans for November/December

· Work on Fairmount and Black Roads.  

Resident, Pat Wood confirmed that the restrooms at the Park had been closed down for the winter months. Mr. Emling advised they were closed and winterized prior to the snowfall. Resident, Gerry Parker questioned Mr. Emling on his violating of regulations to serve his own purposes when he installed a road within setback in relation to his driveway. Mr. Emling advised Mr. Parker that the temporary road merely follows the farm lane that was already in existence and was only improved with stone to allow residence access to their properties due to the loss of the bridge. Mr. Parker proceeded to indicate his concern over the additional water runoff that his property will be subjected to due to rain and snow plowing, which he stated was in opposition to the response he had received from the Township Solicitor. He adamantly spoke of the Townships inability to prevent excess water from impacting his property due to the design of the road and the swale that was constructed above his property. He stated his beliefs that the Township had been aware of the deficiencies in the bridge design for over 10 years and neglected to make any improvements prior to this emergency. He further indicated his belief that the Ballance Mill Bridge should have been replaced at the same time as the Pine Grove Road Bridge. Mr. Emling explained that grant funding had been obtained for the Pine Grove Road Bridge, which allowed the Township to complete that project. He further advised that additional snow on his property should not be an issue and that the 6-foot berm was installed to help ensure his property would not be affected by additional water runoff. In conclusion, Mr. Emling noted that the Township had done everything possible to ensure safe passage for the residents of Ballance Mill Road in an emergency situation. Mr. Parker claims he is aware that Mr. Emling threatened Mr. Stoltzfus of taking his property through eminent domain if he didn’t cooperate with him and allow use of his farm lane. Mr. Emling clearly advise that no such threat had ever been made and that once the bridge had collapsed, Mr. Stoltzfus worked willing with the Township on the installation on the temporary road so his neighbors has access to their properties. Following repetitive accusations from Mr. Parker that the Board had already addressed in recent months, Mr. Parker left the meeting. Resident, Pat Wood then questioned where the Township was in the permit processing and general turn-around time in obtaining approval. Mr. Emling indicated that the permit requests have been submitted. DEP generally has about a 6 to 9 month turn around time, however they were submitted as an emergency situation, which we are hoping expedites the process. Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson said she had recently spoken with Mr. Stoltzfus who advised her that he had no problem with the actions taken by the Township during the emergency situation. While he has heard of the things being stated by Mr. Parker, he is not in agreement or support of them.  

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $420.25 in Real Estate and 93¢ in Interim tax during the month of October. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8093 through 8099 in the amount of $83,789.67 and State Fund checks 1869 through 1871 in the amount of $8,334.87.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Linda Bolt, Judge of Elections for Little Britain advised the Board that she would again like to set up the room for elections the Sunday prior to the election on Tuesday, November 8th. She also indicated concern over the alarm system, which she had trouble disarming last year. Following a brief conversation, it was noted that the Secretary/Treasurer would meet Mrs. Bolt at the building on Sunday to re-instruct on arming and disarming the alarm system. Resident, Whitney Chute advised the Board of his desire to have a dog barking/noise ordinance enacted within the Township. He advised that he had spoken with the Secretary/Treasurer and was aware that there is no one within the Township to enforce the ordinance and that the State Police will not enforce them. However, he is currently suffering with a constantly barking dog in his neighborhood and believes that should he be forced to deal with this matter through the courts civilly, that the existence of an ordinance would be to his benefit. He presented the Board with photos demonstrating the proximity of the dog cages to his home. Additionally, he presented copies of noise and/or dog barking ordinances from various other municipalities, which he felt the Board might find helpful. He further advised of numerous attempts to resolve this matter with his neighbor that have resulted in only short-term changes.  Following a discussion on the matter and the Boards concern over enacting unenforceable ordinances, it was confirmed that Mr. Emling was familiar with the owner of the barking dogs and would meet with him to advise of the complaint and the seriousness of controlling the matter.  

2011 MEETING DATES: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried approving the following meeting dates for 2012. January 3rd, February 14th, March 13th, April 10th, May 8th, June 12th, July 10th, August 14th, September 11th, October 9th, November 13th and December 11th.

TRUCK: Mr. Emling advised that he had contacted representatives of Peterbilt and Mack for estimates on a 10-wheeler. He then presented an overview of estimates received from Mack, Freightliner, Peterbilt and International. International is the manufacture that makes a truck that does not use the urethra fuel system. He also noted the various build times on the vehicles and of his desire to move forward on this matter should this be the direction the Board desires to go. He advised of damage done and repairs necessary on the current Mack truck and of his concern over the currently owned Mack truck remaining serviceable through the winter. He stated that he has authorized repairs of between $5,000.00 to $8,000.00 on the vehicle just to have it road safe if needed. The Board reviewed the information presented and confirmed that all vehicles presented are available through the Co-Stars program. Following a discussion, the Board authorized Mr. Emling to continue reviewing the various options available, test drive if possible and confirm which vehicle he prefers and would recommend.  

ORDINANCE #1-11: Act 32 – Earned Income Tax: Mr. Jackson and Mr. Wood advised of the solicitors response to the questions and/or concerns raised during the October meeting pertaining to the adoption of the updated Earned Income Tax ordinance. They explained that the term earned income, for most residents, implies wages and salary. It does not include dividends, capital gains, interest and similar investment income. Following a review of the solicitors’ comments, a motion is made by Mr. Wood to adopted Ordnance #1-11. The motion was seconded by Mr. Emling and carried.  

TROPICAL STORM REIMBURSEMENT: Secretary/Treasurer, Ms. DeCarolis advised the Board that Lancaster County did not qualify for funding relief following the Hurricane, however it was included in a declaration of emergency that was declared following Tropical Storm Lee. The request for public assistance form has already been submitted so a file could be opened on the Townships behalf. A meeting with a FEMA Representative to discuss reimbursement and paperwork is scheduled for November 29th in Lancaster. At that time both the Public Disaster Assistance Application/Agreement for Financial Assistance form and the Designation of Agent Resolution need to be submitted. Mr. Wood motioned the approval of the required forms and the assigning of the Secretary/Treasurer as the designated agent for the Township. Mr. Groff seconded the motion, which carried. 

BUDGET REVIEW: Secretary/Treasurer, Ms. DeCarolis advised of information enclosed per the request of Mr. Groff indicating current salaries, hours worked year to date per employee, benefits and paid time off per employee allotted and used. She further addressed concerns received from Mr. Groff in an e-mail pertaining to the proposed 2012 budget, which included:

· Budgeted expense of $10,000.00 for bridge construction when we are aware the construction of a new bridge on Ballance Mill Road will be approximately $120,000.00. The Board was advised that the $10,000.00 would hopefully be the Townships portion of actual cost on the bridge replacement as funding is being anticipated through PEMA/FEMA as well. It was further stated that should funding not be received through other government sources that the bridge could be paid for through the Liquid Fuels accounts or money currently in investments accounts if necessary. Due to the Quickbooks financial software being used by the Township, carryover funding such, as the PNC or PLGIT investments account balances are not represented in annual budget figures.

· The various accounts maintained by the Township were discussed. Figures presented to the Board on a monthly basis in the Treasure’s Report are from the General Fund accounts. These include the general working fund, the payroll account, an investment account through PNC Bank, an investment account through PLGIT (PA Local Government Investment Trust) as well as the Developers Escrow account. The quarterly budget reports received by the Board are based on funding from the Township’s general account funding. Funding held in State Accounts includes the Liquid Fuel funding received by Municipality based on population and road mileage and Road Takeback funding received annually from the Sate. At times, various other accounts are necessary for maintaining separate record keeping of funding received on Takeback projects. Based on the select approved uses for these funds, which are all roadwork related, the Roadmaster and Secretary/Treasurer generally review these accounts to ensure expenses are in-line. 

· Of the funding received from the State, 20% may be allocated to the purchase of equipment annually. Therefore, if Mr. Emling indicates he desires to purchase a piece of equipment that will be funded through State Funds, the payments on said equipment would not be reflected in the General Fund budget.
· As indicated during the October budget workshop, no additional funding was allocated in the general fund for snow removal materials. Unlike at the end of 2010, there will be remaining funds in the State Fund this year that can be utilized for snow removal products.
Ms. DeCarolis attempted to respond to all questions presented regarding budget and funding issues and encouraged all Board members to contact her directly should any of them have questions or concerns. She acknowledged that due to the number of accounts being maintained and the auditing restrictions in place that the process can be detailed. Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson stated several times that Mr. Jackson found it quite helpful in obtaining a better understanding of the Townships financial situation when he participated in the monthly review of bank statements and bills.

TENTATIVE ADOPTION OF BUDGET FOR 2012: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried for the tentative adoption of the 2012 Budget.   

PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried adopting the minutes of the October 25th Township Planning Commission meeting. 


John Sensenig: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the subdivision plan 

requesting plan approval, staff review authorization and signing of the Sewage Facilities Module. Following a review of the plan, Mr. Jackson motioned the above requests be approved. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried.  

RELEASE OF ESCROW: Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised of a request received from Rueben Miller for the release of escrow being held for stormwater management improvements. Ms. Jackson advised that Mr. Emling and the Township Engineer have reviewed the work completed and recommended the release of funds as Mr. Miller has agreed to make the remaining repairs to the end of his driveway in the Spring of 2012 once the ground has dried out. Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried authorizing the release of escrow funding. 

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:07 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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