LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

November 13, 2012

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 13th at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Jerry Emling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

PRESENT: 
Jerry Emling



Ken Brown

Randy Jackson


Jim Bullitt



 



Christ Groff



Sue Bullitt



Dan Proffitt



Andy DiGrazio Jr. 



Pat Wood



Marcella Peyre-Ferry



Christine Jackson



 

Margaret DeCarolis

 

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adopt the minutes of the October 9th meeting as printed.  

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $150.00 for October Sanitation fees.  

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 7 building, 1 driveway, 1 demolition and 5 occupancy permits during the month of October along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing application. Ms. Jackson also advised of the following:

· Zoning Hearing Application of Levi Fisher.

· Zoning Hearing Application of John Stoltzfoos.

· House Bill 2530 being signed into law on October 24th, which allows for the use of multi-municipal hearing boards for Uniform Construction Code hearings.

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following October road crew activities:

· Cleaned Park.

· Mowed various roads.

· Cleaned side gutters on Ashville, Jackson and Fulton View Rds.

· Cleaned bridge off on Green Lane.

· Rolled Pine Grove, Scott, Blue Gill, Oak, Reath, Widdowson, Fern Crest and Eagle Rds.

· Hauled stone and dirt from box culvert on Ballance Mill Rd. 

· Filled various potholes. 

· Hauled stone to Pine Grove and Fulton Britain Rds.

· Hauled stone to salt shed for box culvert project.

· Replaced signs on Hart and Honeysuckle Rds.

· Mowed at Park and Township building.

· Cleaned side gutters on Schoolhouse Rd.

· Hauled stone to box culvert.

· Graded lower part of Eagle Rd.

· Backfilled along Kirks Mill Rd.

· Closed and winterized Park for winter.

· Cleaned all storm drains before storm.

· Graded Pine Grove Rd.

Plans for November/December
· Dirt & Gravel Road project on Fairmount Road.

Mr. Emling advised that the box culvert on Ballance Mill Road is approximately 95% completed and was opened for traffic on November 9th. The only work remaining is the installation of guide rail. He has detected a slight water-pooling problem that can be corrected with the installation of pipe once additional permits for that work have been obtained. Based on current calculated figures, the project will come in under budget. A road-closed sign has been placed in front of the Amish farm lane that was utilized to allow traffic through while the bridge was out. Mr. Emling also advised that he had placed a road-closed sign near the bridge on Brown Rd during Hurricane Sandy and that it was stolen. In conclusion, Mr. Emling advised the Board that he would be attending a meeting on November 14th to obtain a check for $2,500.00, which is half of the grant amount, from the Lancaster County Conservation District for the dirt and gravel road project on Fairmount Road. Ms. Wood questioned when the pipe from the culvert project would be installed at Sleepy Hollow and Pine Grove Roads. Mr. Emling indicated that spring is the best time for such projects to take place. 

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $497.85 in Real Estate tax during the month of October. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Mr. Proffitt questioned the bill from Lewis Auto Truck Repair and was advised a truck had been taken in for repair as the lights in the back were not working and due to problems incurred with the fuel tank following the sandblasting of the vehicle. Motion was then made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8514 through 8556 in the amount of $182,718.68. Ms. Wood questioned the expenses submitted by the Zoning Officer for the quarter, which totaled $232.59. Following a review of and explanation of submitted invoices, Ms. Wood motioned the payment of General Fund check 8558 in the amount of $232.59. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. Mr. Jackson abstained. Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8559 through 8560 in the amount of $232.20. Mr. Emling and Mr. Proffitt both abstained from voting. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting was opened for public participation, with no response. 
PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried adopting the minutes of the October 23rd Township Planning Commission meeting. 


Kenneth Steele: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer advised the Board of a request from Mr.

Steele to revise the setback on lots 1, 2 and 3. When the plan was designed, the setback on these lots was based on the keeping of live stock in the barn on an adjoining property. 

As no live stock has been in said barn for a number of years and the adjoining property is now only authorized for driving horses, Mr. Steele does not believe the 300 ft setback on these lots should be mandated. Following a discussion and review of the Township Planning Commission comments, Mr. Jackson motioned the Board approve the setback revision request. The motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried. 

BASEBALL SCHEDULE AT PARK: Mr. Emling advised that Mr. Murray was unable to attend this meeting personally but had asked him to let the Board know he has contacted the church regarding coordinating their schedules for the use of the Park ballfield. He noted it was too early to confirm arrangements but that he was working on it.  

BUILDING USE REQUEST: The Board was advised of a request by resident, Melissa Moatts of Travel Destiny, LLC to use the building to hold a seminar for her clients on December 11th. Ms. Wood indicated she would like to see the building used for such purposes and her belief of it being resident friendly. Following a brief discussion where it was noted that the date requested is the date of the December Board of Supervisors, Ms. Wood motioned the approval of the building use request as long as an open date is selected. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried.  

MUNICIPAL BUILDING: The Board was advised of a water problem detected following the hurricane which resulted in the carpet of the meeting room being saturated out approximately 15 feet from the back wall of the building. Based on this incident as well as previous ones and a concern over the possibility of mold growth, the Board was advised that a company recommended through the Township’s insurance company had been contacted. The company indicated they could perform tests within the facility to determine if mold was detectable and if so, what type and measures necessary to remove it. A discussion pursued in which various scenarios were discussed as to where the water was coming from. The Board strongly indicated their desire to locate the water source, correct the matter and of their belief that mold testing should be held off on until the corrections could be made. The Board agreed that an outside contractor would need to be contacted to establish the source of the water. Mr. Proffitt indicated he had worked with John Duncan on matters such as this in the past. Dick Risk was also noted as a possible candidate for the work as he is a commercial contractor. Following a brief discussion, Mr. Jackson motioned that Mr. Risk be contacted to review the matter and provide the Board with his recommendations on remedying the problem. Mr. Groff seconded the motion that carried.  

RECESS: A recess was called from 8:10 to 8:25 p.m. to allow Mr. Groff an opportunity to review the proposed budget as he was not in attendance during the budget workshop.

TENTATIVE ADOPTION OF BUDGET FOR 2013: Ms. Wood indicated her desire to reallocate all funding provided in the proposed budget for wage increases to municipal building maintenance due to the expenses the Township is likely to face for the repair of the water problem with the building. It was noted that the proposed budget provided funding for increases in employee wages of 3.5%. as employees received no salary increases in 2012 and the office employees have not receive an increase in wages since 2010. The proposed increase in wages for all employees amounts to $6,400.00 for the year. Ms. Wood indicated she had recently read that the increase in the cost of living over the previous 12 months was 1.7%, much lower than the 3.5% being proposed. Mr. Groff suggested the Board allocate for wage increases at a more moderate rate than that being proposed. Following a discussion on the matter, Mr. Proffitt motioned the tentative adoption of the 2013 budget with an adjustment of wages to reflect a 2% salary increase with the remaining funding previously allocated for raises being allocated to the municipal maintenance account. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. Ms. Wood and Mr. Groff opposed the motion.   

GAZEBO ROOF: It was noted that no additional estimates for the replacement of the gazebo roof had been received. Ms. Wood indicated that she has spoken with Sean Armstrong and is aware he has reviewed the project and will be submitting an estimate. Mr. Armstrong advised her he has roofing material left over from a previous job that he may be able to provide a better rate on if he has enough of it for this job.

HAZARD MITIGATION: Secretary/Treasurer, Ms. DeCarolis advised the Board that she and Mr. Criswell attended the meeting on the County Hazard Mitigation Plan being prepared. She advised that the Townships participation within the county plan would enable the Township to participate in the funding that will be available to municipalities once the plan is completed and adopted. Upon plan completion, 5% of all FEMA funding allocated within the State will be allocated into a fund designated for hazard mitigation. Each municipality will be required to complete a survey listing projects within their area that may be eligible for funding under the program. Mr. Criswell has the survey and will be working on its completion.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: The Board was advised of an inquiry received pertaining to the possible sale of the Townships plow and cinder spreader from the previous Mack truck. Following a discussion in which the Board confirmed that the plow could be utilized with the new truck if necessary, Mr. Groff motioned the Board advertise for sealed bids on the cinder spreader as well as the cross belt conveyor which is no longer in use. The motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried. Ms. Wood also advised the Board that she has requested that going forward the Secretary/Treasurer forward copies of all legal ads to Board members. 

RELEASE OF ESCROW: Following a review of the Township’s Engineers comments, Mr. Groff motioned the release of $178,643.00 of escrow funding being held on the Steele Development, leaving a balance of $52,910.00 until the completion of the project.  Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: At 8:45 p.m., Ms. Wood requested an executive session be held to discuss a personnel issue, which Mr. Emling granted. The meeting was reconvened at 9:10 at which time Mr. Emling advised he planned to retire as Roadmaster in May or June of 2013. Following a brief discussion, Mr. Proffitt motioned the Secretary advertise for the acceptance of applications for a Roadmaster. Ms. Wood seconded the motion that carried. 

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:25 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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