LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

December 13, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, December 13th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Dan Proffitt, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the flag.

PRESENT: 
Dan Proffitt



Jim Bullitt




Randy Jackson


Sue Bullitt


Jerry Emling



Joe Helm



Christ Groff


 
Marcella Peyre-Ferry

Jeff Wood


 
Debbie Proffitt



Margaret DeCarolis


 


Christine Jackson

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adopt the minutes of the November 1st meeting as printed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mr. Emling requested the Board recess for an executive session at 7:01 p.m. The Board reconvened the meeting at 7:28 p.m. at which time Mr. Proffitt advised that the Board had held an executive session to discuss personnel issues. 

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $600.00 for November sanitation fees.  

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 10 building, 10 occupancy, 1 driveway and 3 demolition permits during November. Ms. Jackson also advised of the following: 

· The Township Planning Commission is nearing the completion of the revisions on the Zoning Ordinance and should be prepared to present their revisions to the Board in early 2012. 

· A report received from the Chesapeake Bay Tributary Task Force enclosed for their review. The letter advises of activities currently taking place. Ms. Jackson also pointed out that per the report, it is estimated that as much as 32% of the sediment is coal, which could yield a 27-year energy supply. 

· A copy of the proposed Alternative Energy Zoning Amendment for East Drumore Township was enclosed for their review. 

· In response to a question from Mr. Wood regarding the deep probe holes on the Kreider property, Ms. Jackson advised that Jim Kreider was planning on converting a garage into a house. Due to the structure being a commercial one, she advised him she would need copies of the plan to submit for code approval. Upon receipt of the plans, she submitted them to Commonwealth Code for review and was advised that she would need to obtain a copy of the previous approval certificate on the structure. The Kreider’s indicated they did not have said certificate and were advised that they would therefore have to bring the entire structure up to the current code specifications. Upon this notification, the Kreider’s have halted the project. Ms. Jackson indicated her concern however, over the Board’s liability on this matter now that they were aware the structure was non-complaint. She advised that she would contact the Solicitor to confirm the Township bore no liability unless any additional permits were issued for the property.

· Request received from the County that the plans for the manure digester of Cliff Sensenig previously approved by the Board be signed verifying the Townships approval. Following a brief discussion, Mr. Wood motioned approval for the Zoning Officer to sign the plans as requested. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried.

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following November road crew activities along with plans for work to be performed in December and January.

· Mowed road banks.

· Washed all equipment to clear off salt and stone.

· Swept intersections.

· Hauled stone to salt shed.

· Hauled stone to and rolled Eagle Rd.

· Cleaned spray paint off road on Deer Run Rd.

· Hauled topsoil to Township Building for back filling.

· Dealt with barking dog issue.

· Cleaned Park.

· Backfilled along Lloyds Rd.

· Cleaned equipment and shop area.

· Hauled stone to Fairmount, Fulton Britain and Widdowson Roads.

· Cleaned various inlet boxes and intersections.

· Performed routine equipment maintenance.

· Pushed up rice. (1/4” stone)

· Graded Cedar, Reath, Oak, Bluegill and Scott Roads.

Plans for December/January

· Install pipe on Widdowson Rd.

· Continue backfilling on Lloyds and Kirks Mill Roads. 

Mr. Emling advised the Board that he had stockpiled rice as he had been advised that the supply was low. He further advised the he and the Secretary/Treasurer had attended a meeting with representatives from both PEMA and FEMA to discuss funding available under the disaster relief. As of this time, we are anticipating the Township to be eligible for funding for the temporary concrete pad that was installed, the temporary road that was constructed and for replacement cost of the lost pipe culvert at today’s replacement cost. Further communication is expected from these representatives within 2 weeks. Mr. Groff questioned how he made out with the owners of the barking dogs. Mr. Emling advised he visited the dog’s owner following the November meeting as agreed. He received an additional call recently and went back to the residence to discuss the matter again with the owner, however no one was home. He further indicated that the dogs were out, however while he was there, they did not appear to be a problem or bark excessively.

TAXES:  The Board was advised that the Township received $85.34 in Real Estate and $46.99 in Interim tax during the month of November. It was also noted that there were currently 84 outstanding real estate bills totaling $42,352.21 that would be turned over for collection if not paid by the end of the year. Ms. DeCarolis advised the Board that there were 7 individuals who received one write-in vote a piece during the November election for the position of Tax Collector. Those nominees were then notified by the County and allowed the option of participating in a drawing for the position or declining the nomination. The Township has just received notification that Diane Farris was selected as the winner of the drawing and has accepted the position. Ms. DeCarolis has been in touch with Ms. Farris, as has a representative from the County Treasurer’s office to confirm that Ms. Farris is aware of the responsibilities and obligations of the position. Ms. Farris has agreed to come to the Township tomorrow afternoon to discuss the position further. Ms. DeCarolis inquired if any Supervisors would be available to meet with her at that time, however none were.  Ms. DeCarolis further advised the Board that should Ms. Farris not accept the position after obtaining additional information regarding it, that the Township would need to officially appointment the County as their Tax Collector by the end of the year so as to ensure that tax statements were prepared correctly. A conversation also pursued regarding if Ms. Farris would be able to utilize the Municipal building for collections if she desired and if the Township would be providing a computer for the position. Following a discussion it was determined that the Township would not furnish a computer and that due to our inability legally to open any tax statements that no payments should be forwarded to the Municipal office. As for using the building to meet with residents, the Board did not foresee a problem with that at this time. At the conclusion of conversation, Mr. Jackson motioned that in the event Ms. Farris were to resign her position as elected tax collector that the County be appointed. Mr. Wood seconded this motion, which carried. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8119 through 8166 in the amount of $41,269.69.  Mr. Emling motioned approval of State Fund checks 1872 through 1877 in the amount of $21,170.24 and Kirks Mill Takeback check 3090 in the amount of $720.00. This motion was seconded by Mr. Wood and carried. Payment of General Fund check 8167 in the amount of $219.82 was motioned for approval by Mr. Proffitt. Mr. Wood seconded the motion, which carried. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting due to a financial conflict.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Resident Whitney Chute acknowledged Mr. Emling for his efforts in attempting to handle the barking dog issue. He stated that his efforts did provide temporary relief, however the problem has resumed. Mr. Emling further advised that he had recently visited the property again to speak with the owners but did not hear any undue commotion caused by the animals. Mr. Chute questioned if the Dog Warden could provide any assistance and was advised that he is employed through the Department of Agriculture and the Township has no authority over his position. Mr. Eldreth then questioned if the Board could contact the Department of Agricultural on his son-in-laws behalf to request they enforce any regulations on the books pertaining to barking dogs or to confirm if they would enforce an Municipal Ordinance on the matter should the Township adopt one. Mr. Wood indicated that he was not inclined to involve the Department of Agriculture or adopt an ordinance that the Township is unable to enforce. Mr. Eldreth questioned how many other Board members agreed with Mr. Wood’s position as he was prepared to pursue the matter civilly should he not obtain satisfaction from the Board. The Board advised that while they can sympathize with their situation, that they did agree with Mr. Wood’s position. Mr. Proffitt requested the owner information of the dogs and indicated he would speak them also. 

BUILDING USE REQUEST: The Board was advised that the County Commissioners have requested to hold a meeting at the Township building on Wednesday, March 21st at 7:30 p.m. The meeting would be part of the Commissioners efforts to be more accessible to its constituents. Should the use of the building be approved, the Commissioners would request that at least 1 Board member be present to speak with them during the meeting and provide them with information on the Township. Mr. Emling indicated his belief that the Commissioners should be allowed use of the building and that he would welcome the opportunity to discuss his concerns over some issues with them. He is particularly concerned over the proposed closing of the Kinseyville Road Bridge. Mr. Emling then motioned the approval of the building use request. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. 

CONDEMNATION OF GRAVATT PROPERTY REQUEST: Joe Helm of 211 S. Little Britain Road advised that this property has been a problem for several years and is getting worse. The property is attracting squatters and he has already incurred over $4,000.00 in damage to his property due to those residing in the property unlawfully and would like to confirm what the Township can do. Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson confirmed the property has been a problem since 2002. The Township currently has 2 liens on the property due to previous violations. She has been unable to locate Ms. Gravett and believes she is residing with someone else or in a home elsewhere. She has been notified that Ms. Gravett has appointed a new power of attorney but has been unable to contact her regarding the matter. She has contacted the Commonwealth Code; the Townships code inspectors to confirm what can be done, as the property is unsafe. Ms. Jackson also advised of a program available through the Redevelopment Authority in which abandoned homes are purchased, restored to a livable condition and rented out. It was also noted that the Township is the first lien holder on the property and that foreclosure may also be an option. It was noted that the State Police have been called and responded to numerous problems pertaining to this property. It was suggested that barring the driveway access to the property might provide some relief. Ms. Jackson indicated that she would contact the Township Solicitor to confirm if we can request authorization from the Power of Attorney to block the driveway.

CLEANING SERVICES: The Board was advised that the cleaning person for the Municipal building is requesting an increase in her compensation for 2012. She has been cleaning for the Township for over 15 years. Her last rate increase took place when the Township Municipal offices relocated to our current location. Mr. Groff questioned the amount of salary increase requested and inquired as to the number of hours spent cleaning the facility. Ms. DeCarolis indicated she would obtain that information prior to the January re-organizational meeting. 

RESOLUTION #5-11: 2012 Tax Rate: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling, and carried to adopt Resolution #5-11 confirming the Real Estate Tax rate of .39 mills for the year 2012.

RESOLUTION #06-11: 2012 Budget: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried adopting the 2012 budget. 
END OF YEAR BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the Secretary/Treasurer to pay all end of year bills.  

2012 APPOINTMENTS: It was noted that a listing of positions/people up for re-appointment in 2012 was enclosed for review. 

TRUCK PURCHASE: Mr. Emling advised that he has checked with Peterbilt and Mack and presented prices of options available from those along with bids from Freightliner and International. He indicated that due to the price of the Peterbilt that he would like to eliminate that from consideration. The roadcrew have driven the other brands being considered and he believes the Mack truck would be the best option for the Township. While he is aware of the additional price of the Mack versus the other models, he firmly believes it to be a stronger, more reliable vehicle. The Board discussed the various models and specifications presented by Mr. Emling. Mr. Groff asked roadcrew member, Troy Jones for his opinion on the vechiles tested. Mr. Jones advised he was on vacation when the Mack was brought down but that from what he has heard from those who were here and test-drove the vechile that it would indeed be the best one for our use. He further stated that he would like to see the Board spend the additional funding to purchase the vechile with the 405 HP engine versus the 345 HP engine. Mr. Proffitt inquired where the funding for the vehicle would be obtained. Secretary/Treasurer, Ms. DeCarolis advised that 20% of the Liquid Fuel funding received each year may be allocated for the purchase of equipment therefore, payments on the vechile could be made with those funds. Mr. Emling also stated that based on the current demand for the current model of Mack owned by the Township, that it may be wiser for the Township to maintain that vechile for use as needed versus trading it in. Following the discussion on the various models and options available, Mr. Emling motioned the Township purchase the Mack truck with the 345 HP engine. Mr. Emling also provided the Board with copies of estimates received for the purchase of the truck body and requested authorization to order the truck body from Lancaster Truck body as he has dealt with them in the past and been extremely pleased. During a discussion pertaining to the truck body, Mr. Groff advised that he would contact the company to confirm if he could obtain a lower price than that quoted. Following this discussion, Mr. Jackson made a motion, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to authorize Mr. Emling to place the order for the truck body through Lancaster Truck Bodies.

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISION: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried adopting the minutes of the November 15th Township Planning Commission meeting. Mr. Wood inquired about the situation on Spruce Grove Road and was advised by the Zoning Officer that there had been no changes and confirmed that the Township still held escrow for the general improvements necessary.

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: The Board acknowledged and thanked Mr. Wood for his 6 years of service on the Board. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:30 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis 

Secretary/Treasurer
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