LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

FEBRUARY 8, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 8th at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Dan Proffitt, called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.  

PRESENT:
Dan Proffitt



Jim Bullitt

Randy Jackson

 
Charlesie Coates
Jerry Emling

 

Mark Coates



Christ Groff


 
Rueben Miller



Jeffrey Wood


 
Marcella Peyre-Ferry


Christine Jackson

Margaret DeCarolis

 
 

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to adopt the minutes of the January 3rd meeting as printed. 

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner issued no permits or collected any funds during January in Sanitation fees.   

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 5 building, 3 occupancy and 2 demolition permits during the month of January along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing Application.  Ms. Jackson also advised of the following:

· Zoning Hearing Application of Winifred Gray.

· On-going concern over mushroom composting material from farm on Kirks Mill Road being drained into a stream. DEP was notified of this concern and indicated it had notified the property owner that the matter would need to be rectified and would work with them to remedy the matter. The issue of sewage being discharged into the stream was rectified earlier. 

· That the Chester Water Authority had applied to DEP for a GP-9 permit, which checks air quality. Ms. Jackson advised the Board they had 30 days to inform DEP of any concerns they had regarding this issue, which they had none.

· Overview of 2010 Zoning activities was enclosed for review. Ms. Jackson further advised the Board of the numbers of new homes constructed from the year 2000 to present.

· That 42 people attended the training class on January 12th on the PA Erosion and Sediment Control regulations. Based on RSVP’s received, the anticipated attendance was 70, however based on the snow, several people were unable to attend due to being members of local road crews. Ms. Jackson also thanked Mr. Jones and the Wakefield Lion’s Club for allowing the Township use of a 100-cup coffee maker.

TAXES:  Charlesie Coates introduced her grandson Mark and advised he had been helping her close out her books. Mark indicated that in his efforts to close out the tax records for 2010, that he had located errors going back to July of that year. He advised that the errors had been corrected and presented the updated reports reflecting those corrections. He advised that collections from September 7th to December 31st were $1,434.41 in Real Estate and $482.43 in Interim taxes. He indicated that he and Ms. Coates have completed the yearly reconciliation with the County with 80 delinquent Real Estate and 2 delinquent Interim Tax bills from 2009 being submitted for collection. In closing he advised of 3 refund requests, however none of them met the $5.00 minimums required for approval and were therefore denied by the Board.  

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following January road crew activities as well as work anticipated to be completed in February and March.

· Hauled rice to salt shed.

· Salted, cindered and plowed roads.

· Cleaned Shop. 

· Performed routine equipment maintenance.

· Installed mailbox and pole.

· Mix salt and rice.

· Plowed roads and snowdrifts.

· Placed stone on dirt roads over ice. 

Plans for February/March
· Work on Eagle Road: weather permitting.

· Snow Removal if necessary. 

Mr. Proffitt questioned the Townships salt supply and questioned if more had been ordered or if Mr. Emling anticipated ordering more for this winter season. Mr. Emling advised that he currently had 200 additional tons on order, however being unable to predict the weather he was unable to indicate what his salt needs would be going forward. He further advised the Board that the Township is currently taking care of snow removal on approximately 80 miles of roadway, with the 80 miles including only 1 lane of roadway. He advised of the number of cold spots that can require follow-up applications of salt for days following a storm, as well as the number of roadways that blow shut during this time of year. Mr. Emling also provided each member with a listing of the projects that would be completed in 2011, which included the completion of Kirks Mill and Lloyds roads. The list also included projects Mr. Emling recommended for work along with an estimate of the costs associated with each project. There was also a listing of possible projects, along with the projected expenses to complete each project for the Boards consideration, as well as dirt roads that need to be addressed. Once material bids for this year are received, it would be easier to determine what projects the Township could afford and allow the projects to be prioritized. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Following a review of the bills in which questions pertaining to the work being performed on the equipment were answered, Mr. Emling motioned approval of General Fund checks 7737 through 7741 and checks 7743 through 7792 in the amount of $51,9992.20. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. A motion was made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried authorizing payment of General Fund checks 7742 and 7793 in the amount of $866.52. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting was opened for public participation with no response. 

FUEL TANK: The Board was advised that the Township had received a notification from our diesel fuel provider that in order for them to continuing providing service to us that they would need a copy of our tank registration for their records. Upon investigation, it was determined the tank currently being used for diesel fuel storage was not registered. Paperwork to obtain the registration necessary has begun, however to be completed a DEP certified inspector must confirm the tank is installed properly and sign off on its use. A DEP certified inspector reviewed our tank and provided an estimate of $3,200.00 to bring it up to code as well as for the completion of the necessary paperwork. The Board was further advised that our fuel provider clearly indicated that unless this matter was resolved by February 25th, fuel deliveries would stop. Following a review and discussion of the situation, the Board agreed they wanted to obtain 2 additional price quotes on the work to be completed. Due to the time constraints on completing this project, a motion was made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried, authorizing Mr. Emling to award this work based on the estimates received once the Board has been advised of the bids received.  

WORKER’S COMPENSATION INSURANCE: The Board was advised that our Insurance Company, H.A. Thomson, has obtained a quote from another provider of worker’s compensation coverage. The alternative estimate obtained would provide the Township with annual savings of $613.00 on its coverage. Following a brief discussion of the matter, Mr. Wood motioned that the Township switches its coverage for worker’s compensation to AmeriHealth Casualty Services. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which was carried. 
COPIER: The Board was advised of a price estimate to update the copier currently in use. The estimate includes wireless printing and scanning capabilities, both of which are becoming more integral in the efficient running of an office. The Board reviewed the estimates received, which provided rates for a 3, 4 or 5-year lease. Mr. Emling questioned the cost effectiveness of leasing versus purchasing a copier. Following a discussion on this matter, the Board agreed to have the Secretary/Treasurer obtain estimates on copying machines that would satisfy the Townships needs. Mr. Proffitt will also investigate copiers and their purchase prices.

PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried adopting the minutes of the December 28th Planning Commission meeting. Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried adopting the minutes of the January 25th Planning Commission meeting.  

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed.  

ZONING SOLICITOR: Ms. Jackson questioned the Board to confirm if she would be able to maintain the services of Theresa Mongiovi of Blakinger, Byler and Thomas on zoning matters. Mr. Proffitt indicated that Mr. Cook is the Township’s solicitor and that all legal matters were to go through him.  

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:07 p.m., being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson, and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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