LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

FEBRUARY 13, 2013

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 13th at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Jerry Emling, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.  

PRESENT:
Jerry Emling



Jim Bullitt
Jack Naylor



Randy Jackson


Sue Bullitt
George Osborn

Christ Groff



Andy DiGrazio
Marcella Peyre-Ferry



Daniel Proffitt



Tom Guhl
Jeff Wood



Pat Wood



Troy Jones



Christine Jackson 



Margaret DeCarolis


 
MINUTES: Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adopt the minutes of the January 7th meeting as printed. 

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner collected $375.00 during the month of January in Sanitation fees.   

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 12 building, 3 occupancy, 1 driveway, 1 demolition and 1 extension permits during the month of January.  Ms. Jackson also advised the Board on the following:

· Notification received advising that Ashville Road would need to be opened again for work taking place at Chester Water Authority. No definitive opening or closing dates were received but it is anticipated the road will be closed during a portion of March.

· A copy of the proposed light ordinance was enclosed for the Board’s review. It will be advertised and ready for adoption, should the Board choose at the March meeting.

· Notification received from the Lancaster County Conservation District advising of their activities within the Township in 2012.

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following January road crew activities:

· Salted and cindered roads.

· Cleaned and reorganized shop.

· Worked on Mack truck and took in for warranty work.

· Cleaned up Municipal building parking lot.

· Laid stone on and graded Ford Road.

· Hauled stone to salt shed. 

· Swept road intersections and developments.

· Performed routine equipment maintenance.

· Graded Reath and Fairmount Roads.

· Cleaned and prepared plows for winter use.

· Cleaned road intersections.

· Salted and cindered roads.

· Took Mack truck to Lancaster Truck Bodies for repair.

· Replaced camera cards at the Park.

· Placed cold patch along Ashville Road.

· Mixed salt and cinders.

· Cleaned inlet boxes.

· Graded Black, Springhill, Widdowson and Reath Roads.

· Assisted PP&L with tree removal on Kinseyville Road.

Plans for February/March
· Replace pipe on Fairmount Road for Dirt & Gravel Grant.

Ms. Wood commented on the number of times the newly purchased Mack truck has being taken in for work. Mr. Emling advised that most of the service trips were for minor adjustments.

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township has received $1,227.88 in 2012 and $400.38 in 2013 Real Estate tax and $68.40 in Interim tax collections from the County Treasurer’s office during the month of January.

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Ms. Wood questioned the proposed payment to AmeriHealth and was advised that was the annual premium for the worker’s compensation coverage. Motion was then made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried approving payment of General Fund checks 8625 through 8666 in the amount of $39,786.08. Motion made by Mr. Groff, seconded by Ms. Wood and carried authorizing payment of General Fund checks 8667 through 8668 in the amount of $429.40. Mr. Jackson and Mr. Proffitt abstained from voting. Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried approving payment of State Fund check 1905 in the amount of $18,094.78. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Jack Naylor of the Quarryville Library advised the Board that the library is now open on Mondays from 2 to 8 p.m. and have extended their Saturday hours, which are now from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. He also advised that 2 new Board members had been appointed and requested the Township display a notification of the Golf Fundraiser taking place on February 23rd. He provided a poster for that event and an additional poster just promoting the Library that could be displayed. 

PLANNING COMMISSION: Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised the Board of the concern expressed by the Township Planning Commission over a letter received from the solicitor of the Zoning Hearing Board. The solicitor was requesting the Board of Supervisors meet with the Zoning Hearing Board to discuss changes they would like see to incorporated into the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to home occupations, as they believe the current zoning ordinance is too restrictive. Mr. Bullitt of the Township Planning Commission advised the Board that the Planning Commission was upset over the request being directed to the Board of Supervisors instead of themselves as they were currently in the process of reviewing proposed updates to the zoning hearing. Following a discussion on the matter, the Board agreed to meet with both the Township Planning Commission and the Zoning Hearing Board to discuss any/all concerns they may have but indicated they would prefer to have the opportunity to review the proposed changes prior to conducting such meeting. Motion was then made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried adopting the minutes of the January 22nd Township Planning Commission meeting.  

AGRICULTURAL SECURITY BOARD: Following a review of the minutes of the January 22nd Agricultural Security Board, a motion was made by Mr. Jackson to adopt their minutes and approve the request of William and Diane Hershey and Helen Hershey to have their properties included in the Agricultural Security area. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. 

RESIDENTIAL REQUEST – Animal Cruelty Officer: Ms. Jackson presented the Board with information and a request received from resident, Dan Shanor pertaining to the lack of an animal cruelty officer in Lancaster County. He is requesting the Board address the need for the position of animal cruelty officer be reinstated to the Humane League of Lancaster County and Representative Cutler. During a discussion, the Board advised that the Dog Warden would still oversee the operation of puppy kennels but did not deal with other animals. It was noted that the new SPCA in Lancaster stated they were hoping to employ an animal cruelty in the future, but could not confirm if and/or when that would be possible. Resident, Mrs. Bullitt advised that animal cruelty officers are employees of organizations such as the SPCA or ORCA, not of County or State agencies. Mr. Emling advised he would like to obtain more information on the matter prior to the Board taking any official action and advised he would contact Representative Cutler prior to the March meeting. 
LARGE FORMAT PRINTER ESTIMATES: Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised the large format printer was serviced at an expense of $430.00 as previously estimated. The technician advised that to fully correct the printing problem it would cost approximately $2,500.00, which Ms. Jackson did not feel was justifiable due to the age of the machine. Based on the current usage of the machine, its possible it will remain working through the end of the year. Per the Board’s request, Ms. Jackson obtained estimates on an updated replacement unit and presented the Board with estimates of $8,995.00 for a 44” inch unit that utilizes ink cartridges and an estimate of $13,995.00 for a 36” inch unit that utilizes toner cartridges. Ms. Jackson indicated that based on the expense, she could not in good conscience recommend the Board purchase either at this time. Following a brief discussion on the machine’s use and the estimates received, the Board requested the estimates be held until budget preparations begin for 2014. 

ACT 167: Stormwater Management Ordinance: Ms. Jackson advised the Board that the Countywide ACT 167 Stormwater Management Ordinance Model was adopted by the County Commissioners in October 2012 and by DEP on February 5th. Little Britain Township submitted their proposed stormwater management ordinance to DEP in 2011, where it has been held awaiting completion of the countywide plan. Upon receipt of the DEP adoption notification, the County and numerous municipal engineers submitted objections to the conditions set regarding Best Management Practices reviews and municipal adoption deadlines. At this time the county is preparing to file an appeal. 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM: The Board was advised that the State Police have been contacted for information pertaining to establishing a neighborhood watch program. The current community officer is Trooper Trzask who was recently transferred to Lancaster from Chester County. She referred us to a gentleman in Charlestown Hunt, Chester County who helped establish and oversees the neighborhood watch program there. The gentleman is willing to speak with and assist us in any way he can should the Township decide to pursue establishing a watch program. The Board was advised the program in Charlestown Hunt is well established but only provides coverage for 335 homes as well as their community center, tennis courts and pool. In speaking with Mrs. DiAugustine who was involved in the Township’s previous neighborhood watch program, she confirmed there were only about 10 consistent members of the group, while others would attend meetings on occasion when problems occurred in their area. She indicated a majority of the sessions held were an opportunity to allow residents to vent their frustrations, although it did allow the Township to establish a positive and consistent relationship with the State Police.

PARK CLEAN-UP DAY: Ms. Wood indicated she is aware that youth groups have participated in this event in the past and questioned if the Board believed that these groups should just be given the approval to work as their schedule permits with Board approval. Following a brief discussion, it was confirmed that Ms. Jackson would contact the volunteer 4-H groups and obtain a listing of dates they are available so a date for park clean-up can be confirmed and other volunteer groups notified.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mr. Emling called an executive session at 8:34 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue. The meeting was called back to order at 9:05 p.m. 

RESIGNATION: Supervisor, Christ Groff announced he was resigning his position on the Board effective immediately due to him relocating outside of the municipality. The Board expressed their appreciation to Mr. Groff for his service to the Township. The Board announced that anyone wishing to fill the supervisory position through the end of the year to complete Mr. Groff’s term should contact the Township office. 

GAZEBO ROOF REPAIRS: Ms. Wood notified the Board that she had received a bid price of $1,200.00 for a shingle roof and $1,900.00 for a steel roof for the gazebo at the Park from Sean Armstrong. Following a brief review of the other bids received ranging from $1,800.00 to $2,450.00 from other contractors, Mr. Groff motioned that Mr. Armstrong be contracted to place a steel roof on the gazebo. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. Ms. Wood indicated she would contact Mr. Armstrong to schedule the work and confirm the color selection, which she believes, should be either a slate or sage green.

AT RISK BRIDGE FUNDING: Mr. Jackson advised of information read in the PSATS news bulletin indicating that funding is available for at risk bridges. He further stated that while the bridge on Kinseyville Road is not a Township Bridge that it is certainly in need of repair and would like to confirm if funding for that project could be obtained. The Secretary/Treasurer will contact the County Commissioners office to confirm if this bridge would qualify for funding.

EMPLOYEE MANUAL: Due to the late hour, the Board agreed to table this topic until the March meeting. 

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. 

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:10 p.m., being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson, and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer 
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