LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

MARCH 8, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 8th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Dan Proffitt, called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

PRESENT:
Dan Proffitt
 


 Jim Bullitt



Randy Jackson


 Sue Bullitt



Jerry Emling

 

 Marcella Peyre-Ferry
 



Christ Groff

 
 
 Craig Williams
 


Jeff Wood


 
 Jim Wood

 

Margaret DeCarolis


 Pat Wood

 

Christine Jackson

 

 

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried to adopt the minutes of the February 8th Board of Supervisors meeting as printed.

SANITATION: It was reported that Sewage Enforcement Officer, Mr. Stoner collected $75.00 in Sanitation fees during the month of February.

ZONING: It was noted that Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson issued 1 permit extension, 6 building and 15 occupancy permits during February along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing and 1 Conditional Use Application. Ms. Jackson also advised the Board of the following:

· Zoning Hearing Application of Dennis Kauffman.

· Zoning Hearing Application of Aaron Stoltzfus.

· Zoning Hearing Application of Benjamin King.

· ECHO Hearing Application of Noah Sensenig. The Board will hold a hearing on this at 6:30 on April 12th prior to their next meeting.

· NPDES paperwork on the Martin Plan. Due to new regulations the Board must respond to all permit requests within 30 days of receipt. Ms. Jackson questioned if the Board would like to review each application that is received or if they would prefer her to review and complete the questionnaire and reply on behalf of the Board. Should DEP not receive a return response within 30 days, they will assume the plan is approved.  A discussion followed indicating that per the requirements of DEP the Township would be responsible for monitoring the Stormwater Management plans for a 5-year time frame, therefore escrow funding would need to be provided by the property owner to cover follow-up inspections required, which will be performed by the Township Engineer. Following this discussion, the Board advised Ms. Jackson she is authorized to complete the paperwork, however they wanted to be made aware of all applications received.

· E-mail received from Marty Sours of Light-Heigel Associates indicating his company’s ability to perform building code inspections within the Township. While the company is capable of performing both residential and commercial inspections, 

they rates are much more competitive on the commercial inspections than on the residential ones. The Board was further advised that in 2008 the Board of Supervisors agreed to open up the field for UCC inspectors to 5 various companies with only one responding. Following a discussion on the matter, Mr. Wood motioned that Marty Sours of Light-Heigel Associates be allowed to perform UCC inspection work within the Township once all required paperwork had been submitted. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried.

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following February road crew activities along with his work plans for March and April:

· Mixed salt and rice.

· Salted, cindered and plowed roads.

· Dug out snowdrifts.

· Performed routine equipment maintenance.

· Removed trees and limbs from various roads.

· Graded Ford, Pine Grove, Oak and Reath Roads.

· Cleaned inlet boxes. 

· Spread stone on Eagle Road. 

Plans for March/April
· Bank Removal on Kirks Mill Road

· Install pipe on Widdowson and Eagle Roads.

· Skin Patching

Mr. Emling advised that most all of the dirt roads have been back drug and rolled, with stone being added as needed. Mr. Wood questioned if the crowns would be returned to the roads and was advised by Mr. Emling that they would. Mr. Wood and Mr. Emling also discussed the removal of various trees on his property and obtained permission for their removal. Resident, Pat Wood questioned if the Township paid the expenses for tree removal on residential properties during road projects. Mr. Emling advised that should the tree be in the Townships right-of-way that the Township did cover the expense, which is estimated into the overall cost of a project. Mr. Proffitt questioned if the Township treated roads on Sunday, February 20th as he had seen evidence of fresh salt/cinders on the roadways when he didn’t believe the temperatures to be low enough to demand the use of such material. He further questioned what the total expenses were year to date for snow removal and how that reflected the amounts budgeted. It was noted that the Township had budgeted $18,000.00 for snow removal materials for 2011, which had been exceeded due to the amount of inclement weather received. Mr. Emling further advised that the road crew frequently went out prior to a storm arriving to pre-treat roads. He further advised that Little Britain frequently went out when other Townships may not however, he felt it only responsible to ensure the safety of the roads at all times, even if providing that safety meant working late or coming in early. Additionally, the number of miles the Township maintains is much larger than surrounding municipalities. Mr. Wood questioned if it would be to the Townships benefit to forgo maintaining the snow removal on the State roads. Mr. Emling then questioned if the Board would be comfortable with the State providing this service on 272 and Little Britain Road based on their performance on the few roads in the Township they were responsible for snow removal on. Ms. Jackson advised of positive comments received from the following residents on the outstanding performance of the Roadmaster and road crew each year, especially during the inclement winter weather: Mike Power for himself as a resident and for Pine View Trucking, Sharon Gaisser, Bob Dolinger and Robert Highfield. 
PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion was made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 7798 through 7833 in the amount of $65,028.47 and Kirk’s Mill Takeback check 3044 in the amount of $3,576.34. Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund Checks 7834 and 7835 in the amount of $1,416.21. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Resident, Pat Wood indicated her appreciation of the Townships website but questioned why minutes were not updated more quickly and indicated her desire to see at least 3 months worth of events listed in advance on the site at all times. Ms. Wood was advised that minutes are not posted prior to the Board’s official approval of them, therefore they were generally a month behind being posted. It was noted that the request for the calendar updates would be forwarded to the consultant updating the site. This prompted a discussion of when the Township office personnel would be updating the site themselves. Secretary/Treasurer, Ms. DeCarolis indicated she would contact the consultant to schedule a training session on uploading data to the site. Ms. Wood also advised that with the support of family and friends she has chosen to run for the position of Township Supervisor on the May ballot.

RESOLUTION #2-11: 2011 Material Bids – Mr. Wood questioned if the heavy road equipment bids should be bid by the number of tons of material moved versus an hourly rate. Mr. Emling indicated he is unaware if that would be legal, however he didn’t feel that there would be an accurate manner to predict the tonnage of material that will be moved during a road project. Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried adopting Resolution #2-11 authorizing the advertising of materials for this year.  

HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL RATES: The Board reviewed the health insurance renewal rates that would become effective April 1st. To maintain the current plan of coverage the Township would incur a 7.7% rate increase. Other plan options were available for review as well with higher deductibles and co-pays. Following a discussion of the information, Mr. Emling suggested remaining with the current plan but returning the responsibility of plan deductible to the employee. Mr. Proffitt motioned the Board maintain the current health care plan for employees with all out-of-pockets expenses being the employee responsibility. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried. Mr. Emling abstained from voting. 

COPIER: The Board was advised of prices obtained on 3 various copiers ranging from a small desktop unit priced at $650.00 to a larger professional copier at $4,900.00. The pros and cons of all of the models priced were reviewed and discussed. It was noted that should the Township purchase the smaller desktop unit, it would not be adequate to produce the quarterly newsletter, however it appeared to have the same faxing, scanning and network capabilities of the larger models. Should the board select the smaller unit, an additional piece of furniture would need to be purchased to place the unit on. It was requested that a storage unit be purchased to accommodate paper storage as well. It was also noted that based on the price estimate from Sharp, who holds our current lease, the Township would remain responsible for the remaining lease payments prior to the purchase of a unit. Ms. DeCarolis, the Secretary/Treasurer will work on confirming how the lease may be broken early without penalty. Following a discussion, Mr. Proffitt motioned the Board authorize the office staff to purchase a new copier and stand and/or storage unit with a budget up to $1,000.00. The motion was seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried.  

FUEL TANK UPDATE: The Board was advised that the Township was able to obtain temporary approval through DEP to maintain fuel deliveries until the proper paperwork for the tank registration has been completed and processed. Due to an anticipated visit from a DEP representative prior to having approval granted for the use of the tank until properly registered, Mr. Emling had the electrical work completed. 

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried adopting the minutes of the February 22nd Township Planning Commission as printed. 


David Martin: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the sub-division


plan requesting a waiver of the 3-meeting delay and acceptance of the 


Memorandum of Understanding. Following a review of the plan, a Motion was 


made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried authorizing the above


requests. 


James Landis: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer presented the plan and advised the


plan was being presented with the request of having the mylars signed. Following


a review of the plan, Mr. Jackson motioned approval for the signing of the mylars.


Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which was carried. 

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed.  

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:50.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Jackson seconded by Mr. Wood, and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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