 LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

APRIL 9, 2013

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 9th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Jerry Emling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.

PRESENT:
Jerry Emling



 Jim Bullitt

Randy Jackson

 
 Sue Bullitt


Jeff Wood


 
 Troy Jones

Pat Wood



 George Osborne

Christine Jackson


 Marcella Peyre-Ferry


Margaret DeCarolis


 Dan Risk

MINUTES: Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried to adopt the minutes the March 12th meeting as printed.

SANITATION: It was reported that Sewage Enforcement Officer, Mr. Stoner turned in $75.00 for March Sanitation fees.

ZONING: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer reported issuing 6 building, 7 occupancy, 1 driveway and 1 demolition permits during March along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing Application. Ms. Jackson also advised of the following:

· Zoning Hearing Application of Paul Satterfield.

· Memorandum of Understanding received from the County Conservation District. Ms. Jackson advised this document confirmed the Townships understanding and acknowledgement of its responsibility under Chapter 102, the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the signing of this document. 

ROADS: Road Foreman, Dan Risk reported on the following March road crew activities:

· Installed pipe on Brabson Road.

· Took Peterbilt (T-13) to Lewis’.

· Installed cinder spreaders.

· Salted and cindered.

· Performed routine equipment and shop maintenance

· Checked roads for down trees from storm.

· Graded Oak, Scott and Widdowson Roads.

· Cold patched potholes.

· Cut down tree on Ford Road.

· Swept Roads.

· Repaired Reath, Widdowson and Pine Grove Roads from storm damage.

· Cleaned side gutters on Jackson Road.

· Mulched at Park.

· Repaired Springhill and Pine Grove Roads.

· Installed Stop sign on Springhill Road.

· Replaced Stop sign and trimmed brush at Blue Gill and Spruce Grove Roads.
· Replaced Speed limit sign on Kirks Mill Road.

· Performed maintenance on equipment.

· Worked with Trail , Cams from the Park.

· Worked on chipper.

· Repaired dirt and gravel roads.

· Reviewed roads and prepared figures for material bids.
Mr. Emling and Mr. Risk presented the Board with a listing of proposed road projects for 2013, which was reviewed and discussed. A discussion pursued regarding the prioritizing of the   projects, however the Board chose to wait until material bids are received to confirm the amount of work they will be able to schedule. This option also allows the members of the Board to review various proposed project sites should they be unfamiliar with them. Mr. Emling advised that he had met with Township Engineer, Ed Fisher to discuss permits for pipes to be installed at the intersection Pine Grove and Ford Roads and one just below the driveway of the Petro residence. Ms. Wood questioned if the pipe utilized with the box culvert on Ballance Mill Road was still planned to be installed at Ballance Mill and Bluff Roads. She was advised it was. Mr. Risk advised the Board of the following: 

· That he had received permission for Mr. Neff of Black Road to remove the road bank along his property. He would like to widen the road to 18’ and anticipates the expense of the project to be approximately $8,500.00. This figure includes man hours, materials and the rental of a small track hoe that would be required. Should the Board approve this project, it would need to be completed prior to Mr. Neff planting his crop. Ms. Jackson questioned if the County Conservation District had been contacted pertaining to permits needed as it appears based on the projected work that Chapter 102 regulations would apply.
· Of trees along Schoolhouse and Fairmount Roads that needing trimming. Due to their proximately to power lines he would like to contract this work out. Mr. Jackson motioned that Oatman’s be contacted for this tree removal. Mr. Wood seconded the motion, which carried. 
· Advised that following a review of the equipment he believes the Township may wish to invest in a larger trailer to enable the roller to be hauled to job sites in order to save time as well as wear and tear on the equipment. He indicated that based on the miles of dirt roads within the Township that the Board may wish to consider updating its grader. Additionally, he indicated his desire to purchase a used mower to attach the boom mower to. Currently it takes the road crew approximately 3 days to install the boom for use. Lastly, he indicated the need for the purchase of additional hand tools to allow them to perform more of the equipment maintenance themselves. 
TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township has not received any additional funding from the County Treasure’s office since the March meeting.

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Ms. Wood and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8700 through 8735 in the amount of $25,288.61. Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded Ms. Wood and carried authorizing payment of General Fund checks 8734 through 8735 in the amount of $327.96. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Resident, George Osborne inquired why the Township couldn’t contact the phone or electric company and have them contract to the have the trees removed on roadways if they are close to their wires. He was advised that due to them being on the Townships right-of-way that they are the Township’s responsibility. The phone and/or electric company only become involved in tree removal in the event they have downed wires. Ms. Wood indicated that the roof on the gazebo was currently being replaced and should be completed within the week.
PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried adopting the minutes of the March 26th Township Planning Commission meeting as printed. The Board was also notified of the resignation of Heidi Scott due to time constraints. The Planning Commission will be seeking a replacement. Mr. Emling expressed his appreciation for the time and effort Ms. Scott dedicated to the Planning Commission while serving on it.  

AUDIT REPORT: Secretary/Treasurer, Ms. DeCarolis presented the Board with the audit report for 2012 completed by Trout, Ebersole & Groff. A full copy of the report along with comments submitted by the firm are on file in the Secretary’s office. It was noted that balance on the mortgage of the municipal building as of December 31, 2012 was $105,166.00.
RESOLUTION #3-13: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried adopting Resolution #3-13, authorizing the advertising of material bids for the year. 
CELL PHONES: The Board was advised that should the Township remain on its current cellular plan with AT&T that the monthly rates would remain the same and no discounts would  be received for the updating of equipment. A proposed plan that would provide for unlimited talk and texting along with a shared data plan of 10 GB would allow for discounts on equipment updates as well as a decrease of approximately $5 per month in billing. It was noted that should the Township upgrade its plan that it could receive Rugby III phones free of charge, Rugby Pro’s for $25, I-phone 4’s for 99¢ or I-phone 4S’s for $99.99. The Board discussed the durability of the phone options available. Ms. Wood then indicated her belief that if employees desired a phone other than the free Rugby III that the expense of the phone as well as any repair or replacement necessary be the employees responsibility. Mr. Emling motioned the Township upgrade its phone plan for another 2-year term with the stipulations stated above on the phones. Mr. Jackson seconded the motion, which carried.
WATER TREATMENT SYSTEM: It was noted that upon completion of repairs on the Ladies Restroom that the company Leon Landis suggested the installation of a water treatment system due to sediment discovered in the commodes. They provided a price quote of $350.00 for the installation of a Pentek sediment filter and a quote of $2,450.00 for the installation of a Waterfall water treatment system.  A discussion pursued in which the Board agreed they did not believe the installation of either option was necessary at this time. Additionally, it was noted that until the Board is aware of what expenses are to be encountered in correcting the water problems with the facility that they were hesitant to allocate for any other unbudgeted repairs at this time. Mr. Risk indicated that Barry Risk stopped by to advise he would be back within a week to explore the source of water.
HEALTH INSURANCE: The Board was presented with the renewal rates for health insurance premiums for coverage under the Townships current health plan as well as other plans offered through Capital Blue Cross. The rates reflected an increase of 28.73% versus the current year premiums. It was noted however that the Township received a reduction of 48.03% in their premiums in 2012 due to the change in companies and benefits made at that time. Ms. Wood requested rates be obtained from other insurance companies for review.
COMPUTER PURCHASE: The Secretary/Treasurer advised the Board of numerous problems being encountered with the office laptop, which is over 5 years old. She further advised that an expenditure of up to $1,000.00 per year was an acceptable expense under the Liquid Fuels regulations and requested the Board authorize the purchase of a new laptop for the office based on the amount of work conducted in the office pertaining to the roads and liquid fuel funds. Ms. Wood inquired as to the planned disposition of the current laptop. She was advised that based on the amount of confidential information stored on the computer that the Secretary/Treasurer would be extremely uncomfortable in doing anything other than destroying it. Following a brief discussion, Mr. Jackson motioned that Ms. DeCarolis be authorized to spend up to $1,000.00 from  the Liquid Fuels fund on a new computer. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried. Mr. Emling also questioned Ms. Jackson as to the status of her laptop and was advised that it would be sufficient under next year.
RESTITUTION FOR PARK DAMAGE: The Board was advised that 2 of the 3 persons charged with destruction of property for the damage of the gazebo at the Township Park have paid their restitution in full. The third defendant, who pleaded guilty and paid his fine through the mail never contacted the Township to establish payment arrangements on their restitution in the amount of $367.70. A certified letter was sent to this person on March 8th and received by them on March 11th. The letter indicated that payment in full was to be received by them within 15 days of receipt of the letter to avoid the Township pursuing legal action for the collection of the restitution due along with any attorney and legal fees incurred in doing so. As of this time, no payment or contact from the party has been received. It was noted that Township would need to pursue the matter through the Liability for Tortious Acts of Children against the parents as the offender of the destruction of property was a minor. Following a discussion on the matter, Ms. Wood motioned the Board pursue the collection of this debt through legal channels. Mr. Wood seconded the motion, which carried.
EMPLOYEE MANUAL: The Board was advised that the proposed employee manual, complete with the revisions being requested by them has been forwarded to the Solicitor for review. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Upon request of Ms. Wood, Mr. Emling called for an executive session at 8:45. The meeting was reconvened at 8:50 at which time Mr. Emling advised the executive session was called to discuss a personnel matter. 

AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION: Ms. Wood advised that the Southern Lancaster County Inter-Municipal Council would be holding an additional meeting on April 16th beginning at 7 p.m. at the East Drumore Township Building to continue discussing the ambulance service within the southern end of the county. She indicated the meeting would be opened to the public and encouraged anyone interested to attend. She further indicated her desire, based on previous conversations of the Board for the Township to officially support the Wakefield Ambulance and Susquehanna Valley EMS. Mr. Emling motioned the Board offer their official support of both the Wakefield Ambulance and the Susquehanna Valley EMS. The motion, seconded by Ms. Wood was carried.   
TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed.  

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:51 p.m., being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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