LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

July 10, 2012

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 10h, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, PA. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Jerry Emling, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag.  

PRESENT:
Jerry Emling


Betty Abbott

George Osborne
Randy Jackson

Gene Abbott
 
Marcella Peyre-Ferry



Christ Groff


Jim Bullitt
 
Don Roland



Pat Wood


Sue Bullitt 
 
Ruth Roland



Christine Jackson

Jack Naylor

Craig Williams



Margaret DeCarolis







 

MINUTES: Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adopt the minutes of the June 12th meeting as printed. 

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner generated no income during the month of June in Sanitation fees.  

ZONING: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer reported issuing 10 building, 11 occupancy, 1 driveway and 2 demolition permits during the month of June.  

ROADS:  The Board was advised of the following June road crew activities as follows:

· Worked on and installed pipe on Scott Road.

· Helped Drumore Township with skin patching.

· Performed routine equipment maintenance.

· Cleaned Park.

· Hauled stone to Oak Rd.

· Replace Stop Ahead sign on Kirks Mill Road.

· Removed stone from Kirks Mill Road.

· Grade Blue Gill, Oak, Reath and Cedar Roads.

· Installed pipe and box on Scott Road.

· Backfilled along Kirks Mill Road.

· Cut various trees and branches. 

· Worked on Ballance Mill box culvert.

· Replaced mailbox on Roberts Road.

Plans for July/August

· Install box culvert.

·  Backfilling on Kirks Mill and Lloyds Roads.

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $5,357.56 in Real Estate and $32.08 in Interim tax collections from the County Treasurer’s office during the month of May. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8381 through 8412 in the amount of $21,755.80.  Motion made by Mr. Emling, seconded by Ms. Wood and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8411 through 8412 in the amount of $508.69. Mr. Jackson abstained from voting. Motion made by Ms. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing payment of State Fund checks 1900 through 1904 in the amount of $120,742.51.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting was opened for public comment, with no response. 

PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Groff and carried to adopt the minutes of the June 26th Township Planning Commission meeting as printed. Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer, advised the Board that the Zoning Ordinance re-writes that the Township Planning Commission had been working on for approximately a year were complete. The proposed revisions would include regulations on topics currently not addressed in the current ordinance such as: Manure Digesters, Outdoor Wood Furnaces, Well Drilling and Wind and Solar energy. It also ensures the ordinance’s cohesiveness with the updated Comprehensive Plan. Per the request of the Township Planning Commission, she requested authorization to forward the proposed changes to the Solicitor for review. Following a brief discussion, Ms. Wood motioned that Ms. Jackson be authorized to forward the information to the Solicitor. Mr. Groff seconded the motion, which carried. 

QUARRYVILLE LIBRARY: Jack Naylor, a member of the Public Relations Committee with the Quarryville Library introduced himself and advised of his committees desire to advise local residents of the programs and services being offered at the Library. He discussed the Library’s desire in ensuring the wants and needs of the community are met. He provided a brief overview of the services currently being offered and questioned what other services those present felt would benefit the community. Ms. Jackson indicated her belief that a class in loading and understanding e-readers would be beneficial. Mrs. Bullitt inquired where the bookmobile was available and of the possibility of having it make a stop in Little Britain. Mr. Naylor said he would look into this matter. Mr. Emling indicated his belief that children still view libraries as a place primarily for studying and that due to the current video games and entertainment available to children today that they hold more appeal. He suggested the Library consider bringing computers to Parks and providing various activities there. Ms. Wood questioned the library’s form of advertising and suggested they consider enclosing information within the SECA newsletters that are sent out. It was also noted that Mr. Jackson is the Township Liaison with the Library.     

CITIZEN CONCERN: Resident, George Osborne of 560 Ashville Road expressed his concerns over a proposed hydraulic shop being constructed at the front of Mr. Esh’s property, which is directly across the street from his home. He stated he is not opposed to farm related businesses being allowed on Agricultural properties, however he is extremely concerned over the proposed location of this business and believes that another location could be easily identified on the farm. He has confirmed that the Agricultural Preserve Board has already approved the proposed location of the business and that the Lancaster Farmland Trust is uninterested in how the business would affect the surrounding property owners. He stated the proposed location would be visible from all 4 sides of his property and that a realtor has confirmed his fear that the construction of the business as proposed would greatly decrease his property value. Based on his interpretation of section 426 – Farm Related Businesses in the Zoning Ordinance, the business is to be and remain a secondary use of the property. Additionally, the business is to compatible with the rural setting and not create nuisances for the nearby residences. Mr. Emling inquired what nuisances Mr. Osborn was anticipating due to the business. Mr. Osborne indicated that aside from the eye sore it would present, there would be additional noise and traffic generated. Resident, Larry Hill of 452 Ashville Road who is also concerned regarding the proposed business indicated his concern over the effect the steel wheels and large equipment traveling the roads would have. Resident, Jerry Parker of 218 Pine grove Road stated his concern over pollution problems that could occur due to leaking hydraulic fluid and questioned if those fluids would end up in the Octoraro Creek. He also indicated his doubts that the business would be farm related as it did not pertain to crops. Additionally, he is concerned over the possible growth the business could sustain if granted. Residents, Don and Ruth Roland also expressed tremendous concern over the effect this structure would have on their property value and over the noise that would be created. Both Mr. Osborn and the Rolands showed photos of their property to the Board in relation to the proposed business site. Ms. Wood advised that she also owns a farm and feels blessed to reside in a community that allows the flexibility for farmers to operate their land needs as necessary. She further indicated that she could understand the concerns that had been expressed but that she was also concerned over the Township attempting to remove property owner rights. She referred to the often-utilized mantra of “Not in my backyard” but indicated that as Supervisor of the Township the Board had to ensure that all residents were treated fairly. Mr. Emling advised the residents that while he could also understand their concerns as well, that as Supervisors the Board had to remove themselves from the emotions of the matter and base their decisions on facts. He suggested the residents compile a formal list of the nuisance issues they are concerned about along with any data or information that would support their view on those issues. The Board also confirmed that as of this time, no plan for this business had been presented to the Township. Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised of the process that all plans submitted for review are subjected to and the number of opportunities for various commissions and boards to review the plan to ensure compliance with the Zoning Ordinance. She also advised that the growth of the business would be limited as no more than 5 employees were allowed per zoning. She further noted that per zoning, no hearings would be required for the use that is to be proposed, however she would be happy to notify those interested of meeting dates once the plan was received if contact information was left. Resident, Jim Bullitt of 231 Brabson Road stated that he had also moved to Little Britain from a suburban community and now has neighbors beginning work at 5:30 in the morning who may also work late into the night. He is also forced to deal with the unpleasant smells caused by the spreading of manure as well as with other aspects of farming that are essential in an agricultural community. He stated that in his view, these were all necessary activities in regards to farming and should be anticipated in an agricultural zone.

PARKING LOT USE: The Board was advised of a request by resident, Curtis Jones seeking authorization for approximately 35 vehicles to park at the Municipal Building on Friday, August 10th from 3 p.m. till midnight. The request is due to a bus trip that has been planned to Washington, DC that evening for a military concert. Following a brief discussion, the Board authorized the request as long as no cars parked in front or blocked the garage doors. 

RELEASE OF ESCROW: Following a review of the Township Engineer’s comments pertaining to the release of escrow being held from Custom Home Group on a lot from the Boor subdivision, Mr. Jackson motioned the escrow being held be released. The motion was seconded by Mr. Groff and carried. Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer advised that a request had also been received from Robert Tober seeking a release on his letter of credit. The Township Engineer has been notified of the request and she believes he has inspected the property and approved of the work completed, however no written notification has been received. She requested the Board authorize the release of his letter of credit between meetings once confirmation is obtained from the Township Engineer. Mr. Groff motioned approval for the release of escrow funding upon confirmation from the Township Engineer that all work has been completed. Ms. Wood seconded the motion, which carried. 

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed.   

RECESS:  At 8:25 p.m. a break was called to allow a short recess prior to the discussion on the employee manual. The meeting was reconvened at 8:40 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Mr. Emling called for an executive session at 8:40 p.m. to discuss a potential legal matter. The executive session concluded at 9:00 p.m.
EMPLOYEE MANUAL: During a review of the proposed employee manual, the following items were discussed:
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· Ms. Wood stated she did not believe that time and a half should be paid for all weekend hours and of her belief that the seasonal rate of pay was sufficient compensation. Mr. Groff indicated he had checked with Fulton and Colerain Townships and confirmed that they did not pay additional for weekend hours. Mr. Emling indicated his belief that by offering the time and a half salary it allowed the Township to attract quality workers. He also stated that a majority of the relief drivers being used worked full-time positions elsewhere so the additional pay was incentive for spending more time away for their families. Mr. Jackson agreed with Mr. Emling and indicated his concern of the quality of workers that could be obtained for the current seasonal employee salary. A motion was made by Ms. Wood and seconded by Mr. Groff proposing that the approved salary for all positions be paid until 40 hours of work had been completed. Mr. Emling and Mr. Jackson opposed the motion. Ms. Wood requested this matter be added to the August agenda so that an additional vote could be taken when all Board members were present. 
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· The Board agreed to the leave verbiage under overtime as written. As this represents a change that vacation and/or sick hours will not be considered as hours worked when calculating overtime hours, the Secretary/Treasurer requested someone from the Board ensure that employees are made aware of this change.
· Ms. Wood questioned the difference in hours listed on page 7 under the employment categories for a regular full time employee and those listed on this page under the employee benefits plans in the health insurance section. A brief discussion pursued on this matter. Ms. Wood believes the Board should establish what constitutes full time and part time work and ensure the definitions are consistent throughout the manual. Mr. Emling said he would consult the solicitor to obtain additional information on this matter. The Board was also advised that the Township did not currently provide long-term disability coverage, which is listed as a benefit on this page. Mr. Emling indicated he would seek advice on this matter from the solicitor as well.  
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· Following a discussion on the vacation section, the Board agreed that only 40 hours of vacation time would be allowed to be carried over. They did not believe the formula listed in the second paragraph of this was necessary and would like that paragraph to read: Employees are permitted to carry over up to 40 hours of unused vacation time. 
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· The Board agreed to leave to the sick time allotment of 5 days as written, which is an increase from the 3 days currently being allocated. 
ADJOURNMENT: At 10:10 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Groff, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adjourn the meeting.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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