LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

September 13, 2011

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 13th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Dan Proffitt, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag. 

PRESENT: 
Dan Proffitt


 Jim Bullitt

Kari Harding



Randy Jackson

 Sue Bullitt

Donna Nardo



Jerry Emling


 John Harding

Carl Wenrich



Christ Groff


 


Pat Wood


Jeff Wood


 




Margaret DeCarolis



Christine Jackson  

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Emling and carried to adopt the minutes of the August 9th Board of Supervisors meeting as printed.  

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $150.00 in August for Sanitation fees. 

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 4 building, 2 driveway, 1 permit extension and 8 occupancy permits during August. Ms. Jackson also informed the Board of documents requested by Allison Fisher on May 11th for property located on Green Lane through the Right to Know law. Ms. Fisher was advised via both phone and e-mail of copying fees totaling $36.00, which she agreed to pay. The documents requested have yet to be picked up and Ms. Fisher has not responded to phone calls or a letter advising her that these fees are outstanding. Following a brief discussion on the time spent responding to Right to Know requests, Mr. Wood motioned that Ms. Jackson hold the amount owed as an outstanding debt thereby ensuring that no zoning permits will be issued until this fee is paid. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. 

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following August road crew activities:

· Mowed road banks.

· Cleaned, mowed and trimmed at Park.

· Graded Kirks Mill Road.

· Emptied drain bags in inlet boxes.

· Hauled stone to Springhill Road.

· Laid asphalt on Kirks Mill Road. 

· Rolled and graded Kirks Mill and Shady Roads.

· Graded Blue Gill and Oak Roads. 

· Painted areas in Park.

· Hauled stone to salt shed. 

· Graded Blue Gill, Oak, Springhill, Cedar Widdowson, Fern Crest, Pine Grove and Scott Roads along with the drainage area off of Kirks Mill Road.

· Cut and removed trees and limbs.

· Rolled dirt roads.

· Cleaned all inlet boxes and tops prior to storm.

· Graded and rolled Bluegill, Oak, Reath and Scott Roads.

· Began back filling on Kirks Mill and Lloyds Roads.

Plans for September/October
· Back filling on Lloyds, Kirks Mill and Shady Roads.

· Work on Springhill and Black Roads.

Mr. Groff questioned if grates were to be installed over the culverts by his father’s home. Mr. Emling advised that the culverts have been lifted some since their original installation and that he had installed reflective strips in the area of the culverts but that no other plans are in place.  

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $2,261.44 in Real Estate and $12.25 in Interim tax from the County Treasurer’s office for the month of August collections.

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Mr. Proffitt questioned the bill for $1,221.90 payable to Cleveland Brothers and if Mr. Emling had considered running a cost analyst on the Loader as he believed the maintenance/repair expenses were rather expensive. Mr. Emling advised that only certain companies are authorized to work on CAT equipment and that due to the extremely technical nature of the equipment, all maintenance/repairs could be expensive. Mr. Wood questioned the payment of $160.00 payable to Cauler Container and questioned if this was the monthly fee for recycling. He was advised it was. Through additional conversation on recycling, it was confirmed that approximately 45 households are participating monthly in the recycling. Following the review of the payment of bills, Mr. Jackson motioned that General Fund checks 8014 through 8056 in the amount of $43,348.78, State Fund checks 1862 through 1865 in the amount of $21,872.07 and Kirks Mill Takeback checks 3078 through 3086 in the amount of $290,469.50 be approved. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Resident, Jim Bullitt acknowledged Mr. Emling and the roadcrew for pointing out to him and helping to change a flat tire. Resident, Pat Wood questioned the expenses incurred on Kirks Mill Road. Mr. Emling advised that the Township received approximately $1,500,000.00 from the State to cover the expenses predicted to be incurred on the taking back of that road. Upon completion of the work and the payment of all bills, he anticipates having approximately $4,000.00 left over. 

BALLANCE MILL BRIDGE: Mr. Emling advised the Board that due to Mr. Stoltzfus no longer being interested in selling any of his property for the construction of a new roadway onto Ballance Mill Road that he was reviewing alternative options for having the bridge replaced. The Township engineer indicated that it would cost approximately $25,000.00 to $30,000.00 to install a temporary bridge for a 90-day period. During the hurricane rains, the bridge dropped several inches and became impassable. Resident, John Petro who owns a concrete company was contacted to review the situation. Following this, an 8-inch thick slab of concrete was placed along with corrugated steel. The following morning the roadcrew placed asphalt between the concrete slab and roadway allowing access to the Ballance Mill Road residents into and out of their road. Mr. Emling indicated that he had spoken with the residents regarding a temporary bridge and obtained estimates from Mr. Petro on constructing a permanent bridge at a cost of $94,000.00 for 24-foot wide structure and $134,000.00 for a 40-foot wide structure. Additionally, Mr. Emling indicated that he believed the current temporary structure was good and of his belief that if the pipes from the previous structure were removed, that the structure should be sufficient. However, as no one is able to predict the amount of water to be received in future storms, no guarantees could be issued. Resident, Carl Wenrich stated his concern over the old structure breaking down and having up to 6 feet of water running across his property. He additionally indicated that the bridge was identified as undersized over 10 years ago and that the Board of Supervisors was aware of it that time. Mr. Wood indicated that this Board was not in place at that time and that based on the plans that were submitted to the Township at the time, a second roadway was to be constructed during phase two of the development. That phase however never came fruition. Mr. Emling indicated that the deficient structure was also approved at the County level during its plan review. Resident, Jerry Parker stated he did not want to have a road near his property and that if a road was constructed on Mr. Stoltzfus’ farm as desired by Mr. Emling that it would be located within 20 feet of his house. He stated that would not only decrease his property value but could cause additional water runoff on his property. Resident, Pat Wood questioned the time frame that the temporary structure would be in use. Mr. Emling indicated that he was unable to give an estimate at this time, as the Board was uncertain of what they wanted or could do as of now. He indicated that all options were being reviewed and until that process is complete an estimate couldn’t be established.  Mr. Wenrich questioned what the Board intends to do to ensure the safety of their property during the next major rain and indicated that while he did not reside here year round, he was concerned about that water runoff on his property should the bridge fall. Mr. Emling assured him that the safety of its residents is always the first concern of the Board and that all efforts are being made to rectify this problem/concern as quickly as possible. Resident, Donna Nardo concurred on the concern of flooding and indicated her concern over the time frame of this matter being permanently resolved. Mr. Emling then presented the invoice received from Petro Custom Concrete on the temporary structure that was placed and requested approval for its payment. Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the payment for the bill as presented.

STRAW BLOWER: Mr. Emling noted that Mr. Wood had obtained a price quote on a straw blower from Cedar Crest Equipment, however based on the current needs of the Township that he did not believe this item should not be considered at this time.

EQUIPMENT QUOTE: Mr. Emling indicated a gentleman from Harrisburg had met with himself and the road crew to confirm the needs of the Township and advice of available options. Price quotes received on a 2012 Mack 10-wheeler were presented to the Board along with estimates on both a stainless steel and carbon steel dump body. Mr. Emling noted that based on estimates received a projected total cost of approximately $168,000.00 could be anticipated for the purchase of a new Mack 10-wheeler. Mr. Wood questioned if the quotes obtained were through State or County contract pricing and if based on the price quotes the Board should consider looking at a used vehicle. Mr. Emling indicated he was uncertain if the price estimate was a contract price as he had merely requested budgetary quotes. He further indicated that he had been advised of problems with previous models and would be concerned about purchasing used if a used truck could be located that would meet the requirements of the Township. Resident, Pat Wood questioned what the proposed equipment would be used for. Mr. Emling indicated it would be used for hauling, plowing, etc. as all of our trucks are. Mr. Proffitt indicated his belief that the Township could locate a reliable, used piece of equipment. He also questioned various components of the quote and indicated he would contact the sales representative personally to discuss options.

PIPELINE: Ms. Jackson, Zoning Officer advised the Board of an e-mail received from resident and Zoning Hearing Board Chairperson, Joan Deen pertaining to the proposed Mid Atlantic pipeline. Per the information received, it was noted that the proposed plan failed to pass emission standards. AES attempted to purchase rights from other companies, which was unsuccessful and are now requesting an exemption to the regulations. It was noted that Townships opposed to the construction of the pipeline should submit letters to FERC requesting the exemption be denied.  Comments were sought from Township Engineer, Ed Fisher who did not believe letters of opposition would hold much weight but indicated that should the Township feel strongly on the matter a letter would not cause any harm. Mr. Wood indicated his belief that residents were opposed to the pipeline. Resident, Pat Wood indicated that without AES obtaining the needed credits that approval could not be granted. Ms. Jackson indicated that based on the current economy a waiver could be granted. Resident, Sue Bullitt indicated that if the letter received to be used as a form letter was obtained from Russell Donnelly that the Township not use it. Mr. Donnelly has strongly and vocally opposed the pipeline since it was presented and that while FERC would record receipt of the letter, it would probably not receive much consideration.  Following a brief discussion on the matter, a motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to submit a letter requesting that no exemptions or waivers of DEP regulations be granted to AES. Mr. Groff indicated he would like State Senator Smucker and Governor Corbett to be copied on the letter also. 

ACT 32 – EARNED INCOME TAX: Comments from the solicitor pertaining to ACT 32 were reviewed. Questions pertaining to the intent of the Board upon its enactment of this ordinance were addressed. Following a discussion, Mr. Emling motioned that the ordinance adopted by the Township not enact a non-resident tax, that out of state employees not be exempted from the earned income tax and that no exemption be made for workers under 16 years of age. Mr. Proffitt seconded the motion, which carried. 

LEGAL REVIEW OF FEE RECOVERIES: The Board was advised of a correspondence received from the Cohen Law Group in Pittsburgh that negotiated the Townships last cable contract. The law firm is offering to provide a free legal assessment of our cable franchise, right-of-way management and/or wireless facility documents to ensure the Township is receiving proper compensation on these items. Mr. Emling motioned that the Cohen Law Group be authorized to review these items, free of charge for the Township. The motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried.  

AGRICULTURAL SECURITY BOARD: Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised the Board that there are currently 788 farms on 67,823 acres preserve within Lancaster County. Per a correspondence received from our new representative on the Agricultural Preserve Board, June Mengel, there are things taking place on some preserved farms that have not been approved. Ms. Mengel included a fact sheet pertaining to some basic program mandates in an effort to ensure all preserved farms comply with the mandates.

BUS PARKING AT MUNICIPAL BUILDING: Resident, Cara Harding advised the Board that she is providing bus transportation to township residents who attend the Day Spring Christian Academy is Mountville and requested authorization to park her bus at the Municipal building. She indicated that she has children who are dropped off and picked up from her residence each day, however the parents are prompt in both instances and she did not foresee an issue of parents lingering in the municipal parking lot but that if necessary she could make other arrangements for the children to be picked off and dropped off. Mr. Proffitt and Mr. Groff indicated they did not have a problem with bus the parking here as long as it did not interfere with elections or Township business being conducted. Mr. Jackson indicated that he has also been approached by bus drivers requesting approval to park here but is concerned over the Municipal parking area becoming a bus depot. Zoning Officer, Ms. Jackson advised the Board of opposition to the Municipal building being constructed at this location originally from a surrounding property owner. That resident is now equally concerned over the parking of buses here. Mr. Emling indicated that the previous buses received approval to park here, as he did not believe it was safe for them entering the roadway from the place they were parking at the time. Mr. Jackson motioned this request be denied and that the 2 buses currently being parked here by given 30 days to find other accommodations for parking. Failing to obtain a second, the motion died. Mr. Proffitt motioned that the Ms. Harding be authorized to park a bus here through the end of the year along with the current 2 buses but that no others be accepted. He further indicated that parking be allowed but not the pick-up or drop off of children. The Secretary/Treasurer questioned the legality of the motion due to the possibility of being discriminatory. The motion died due to a lack of a second. The Board continued to discuss the matter and answered questions pertaining to the possibility of parking the bus at Little Britain Elementary School, which is owned by the school district and does not allow overnight parking. Other possible parking locations were also discussed along with it being noted that the bus could be parked at Ms. Harding residence, however per zoning regulations the parking area was to be shielded from view. As no additional motions were made, the Secretary/Treasurer reread the previous motions for the record. Mr. Wood seconded the motion originally made by Mr. Proffitt authorizing Ms. Harding to park here through this school year along with the other 2 buses but that no additional buses would be allowed and this area was not be used as a bus stop. Receiving a second on the motion it was voted on and carried. Mr. Emling and Mr. Jackson opposed the motion. 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS: The Board was advised of a resolution passed during the State Convention urging its members to support the military by signing the Employer Support of Guard and Reserves Statement of Support. Following a brief review of the information presented, Mr. Wood motioned the Township sign the statement of support. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: The Board of Supervisors agreed to hold a budget workshop to discuss and prepare the 2012 budget following the October 11th board meeting.

911 RADIOS: The Board was advised that the Lancaster County Wide Communications department has solicited bids for updated equipment that will be necessary for the new 911 Radio system that is anticipated to go live in 2013. Based on the prices received, they have forwarded information to all municipalities and emergency services agencies to allow them to budget these expenses over a 2-year time frame if desired. Following a brief discussion, the Board agreed that based on past history pertaining to the implementation of a new 911 Radio system, they did not see the need to allocate any funding in their 2012 budget for these items.

INSURANCE DEDUCTIBLES: The Board was advised of insurance quotes received from H. A. Thomson pertaining to premiums and deductibles on various insurance policies. On the property insurance policy, the Board was advised that a savings of $720.00 could be obtain annually if the deductible were raised from $250.00 to $1,000.00. Mr. Proffitt motioned that the deductible remain at $250.00. Mr. Wood seconded the motion that carried. On the inland marine policy, it was noted that a $287.00 savings could be realized by increasing the deductible from $250.00 to $500.00. Based on the limited number of claims on this policy, Mr. Wood motioned the Township increase the deductible on this policy to $500. The motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried. On the automobile physical damage policy, it was noted that raising the $100.00 Comprehensive deductible and the $250.00 Collision deductibles to $1,000.00 each could achieve annual savings of $116.00. Mr. Wood motioned the deductibles remain at $100.00 and $250.00. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried.

PARK SECURITY: Mr. Proffitt indicated that he had contacted a person who reviewed the needs of the Township at the Park but has been unable to obtain a quote as the person has been tied up in Port Deposit. Mr. Emling indicated he had contacted Mr. Neff for an estimate but has not received a response. The person who had indicated a desire to bid on installing a security system at the Park to the Secretary/Treasurer indicated that following a more in depth review of the system he planned to recommend, he was unhappy with the system and therefore did not submit a bid.

TRASH HAULER: It was noted that no bids had been received from the advertisement seeking a new trash hauler. The Board suggested calls be placed to local companies seeking phone quotes.  

PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried adopting the minutes of the August 24th meeting as printed. 

Enos Lapp: Brian Masterson of Register Associates presented the plan requesting

Plan approval, a waiver of the 3 meeting delay, a waiver of plan scale, a waiver of 

identification of significant features within 200’, a waiver of floodplain delineation, a waiver of a lesser street classification and approval for the signing of the Sewage Facilities Module, Resolution # 4-11. Following a review of the plan, Mr. Wood motioned that all of the above request be authorized and that Resolution #4-11 be adopted. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried. 

BOY SCOUT REQUEST: The Board was advised that resident, Michael Peterson who is a Boy Scout Leader has inquired about the possibility of his troop hosting a family campout at the Township Park. His troop is hoping to perform a community service at the Park during the spring and believes a family campout would provide the members and their families an opportunity to determine which project/projects they would like to undertake and obtain their support. Park Board member Pat Wood indicated that approval was given in the past for a scouting troop to campout in the Park. Following a brief discussion of the request, Mr. Wood motioned approval for the use of the Park for a Boy Scout campout, authorizing them to hold 1-adult supervised campfire on the diamond Tex ball field if they agreed to its clean-up. The motion was seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried. 

TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed.   

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:46 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Wood and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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