LITTLE BRITAIN TOWNSHIP

September 11, 2012

The Little Britain Township Board of Supervisors held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 11th, at the Municipal Building, 323 Green Lane, Quarryville, Pennsylvania. Prior notice of the meeting was given.

Chairman, Jerry Emling, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Emling requested that everyone present take a moment to reflect on the events of September 11, 2001. A moment of silence was followed by the salute to the Flag. 

PRESENT: 
Jerry Emling


 Jim Bullitt

 



Randy Jackson

 Sue Bullitt

 



Christ Groff


 George Osborn



Dan Proffitt
 

 Craig Williams


Pat Wood


 David Willerup


Christine Jackson



Margaret DeCarolis 

MINUTES: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adopt the minutes of the August 14th Board of Supervisors meeting as printed.  

SANITATION: It was reported that Mr. Stoner turned in $75.00 in August for Sanitation fees. 

ZONING: Zoning Officer, Christine Jackson reported issuing 11 building, 17 occupancy and 2 demolition permits during August along with the acceptance of 1 Zoning Hearing Application. Ms. Jackson also informed the Board of the following:

· Zoning Hearing Application of Levi Fisher

· That development has begun on the Steele Ridge Sub-division and of the Boards need to confirm the manner in which the expenses of the streetlights will be handled. A correspondence received from the Solicitor in July 2008 outlining the Township options was enclosed for review. The Board was further advised that the developer had requested a waiver of this requirement, which the Township approved but that was rejected at the County level. An option the Board may wish to consider is having a tax established to cover the expense of the streetlights and accessed only to the residents within the development. The tax could be billed and collected by the County. Ms. Jackson requested the Board review the information as provided so that it could be fully discussed during the October meeting.   

ROADS: Roadmaster, Jerry Emling reported on the following August road crew activities:

· Cleaned Park.

· Mowed Park and around Township building.

· Graded Springhill, Black, Camp, Pine Grove and Fairmount Roads.

· Backfilled along Lloyds and Kirks Mill Roads.

· Removed dirt from around pole at 188 Kirks Mill Road.

· Removed 2 treetops along Pine Grove Road.

· Hauled topsoil to Township building. 

· Replaced Stop signs and Road sign on Cedar, Short, Kinseyville, Jubilee and Pine Grove Roads.

· Took Peterbilt and Trailer to Lewis’for repair. 

· Mowed road banks.

· Laid stone on Camp Road.

· Graded Short, Cedar, Widdowson, Oak, Reath, Scott, Blue Gill and Pine Grove Roads.

· Reviewed security tapes from Park and adjusted cameras.

· Cut down tree limbs on Pine Grove Road.

· Hauled stone to the salt shed, Camp and Fairmount Roads.

· Cleaned gutters on King Pen Road. (covered bridge to Reath)

· Mowed and swept various roads.

· Power washed municipal building for sealer treatment. Applied water treatment to 75% of building.

· Removed ½” stone from Lloyds Road.

· Cleaned drain boxes on various roads.

· Cut grass and trees out of right of way on Fox Hunt Drive.

Plans for September/October

· Install box culvert.

Mr. Emling advised he has confirmed that the box culvert for Ballance Mill Road is scheduled for production at the end of the month. The wingwalls are to be constructed the beginning of October with an estimated delivery date of October 17th.  Mr. Proffitt questioned if improvement had been seen in water leakage since the waterproofing had been applied to the building. Mr. Emling stated he has checked the building for signs of water following rains and found everything dry. However, he does not believe a fair assessment can be made on the effectiveness of the waterproofing until a hard blowing rain has been received. Ms. Wood advised of an e-mail received from resident, George Hancsak concerned over stormwater runoff at the intersection of Pine Grove and Ford Roads. He indicated the excess runoff was backing up into his driveway along with dirt and debris. Mr. Emling advised that he is aware of the situation and discussed potential remedies with the Township Engineer in late 2010. He further indicated that the proposed remedy was noted on the proposed projects listing that he presented to the Board in January under drainage projects. He noted that the drainage pipe currently in place is under sized and needs to be replaced with something larger. Forty-eight inch pipe is currently being used as a diversion pipe on the installation of the box culvert on Ballance Mill Road. That pipe could be reused at the conclusion of that project and utilized at the intersection of Pine Grove and Ford Roads, thereby doubling the size of the pipe currently in place. However, the Township would still need to obtain permitting through DEP prior to work commencing. Ms. Wood indicated she would like to ensure Mr. Hancsak is advised of the futuristic plans for work on this intersection. The Secretary/Treasurer advised she would follow up with Mr. Hancsak to advise of the plans discussed by the Board. Mr. Proffitt questioned if the work performed on Fox Hunt Drive was completed due to a resident request. Mr. Emling advised that upon residents advising him that the trees on the abandoned property were impeding site distance and within our right of way, they were removed. 

TAXES: The Board was advised that the Township received $3,523.93 in Real Estate and $103.33 in Interim tax from the County Treasurer’s office for the month of August collections.

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried authorizing the payment of General Fund checks 8456 through 8478 in the amount of $22,268.70. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: At 7:20 p.m., Ms. Wood requested the Board recess for an executive session to discuss a personnel issue. The meeting was reconvened at 7:40 p.m.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The meeting was opened for public participation, with no response. 

PLANNING COMMISSION: Motion made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Ms. Wood and carried adopting the minutes of the August 28th meeting as printed. 

Aaron Stoltzfus: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the lot add-on plan requesting approval for the signing of the mylars. Following a review of the plan, Mr. Jackson motioned the mylars be approved for signing. Mr. Groff seconded the motion, which carried.

John Petro: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the plans for the lot add-on requesting approval for the signing of the mylars. Following a review of the plan, a motion was made by Mr. Jackson, seconded by Mr. Proffitt and carried authorizing the signing of the mylars. 

William Hershey: Craig Williams of Strausser Surveying presented the plan requesting a waiver of land development and approval of the Sewage Facilities Module, Resolution #7-12. Following a review of the plan, Mr. Proffitt motion approval of both the land development waiver request and the signing of the Sewage Facilities Module. Mr. Emling seconded the motion, which carried. 

SUNSET DRIVE: Resident, David Willerup advised the Board of his desire to have the Township take over ownership of Sunset Drive. He stated the condition of the road was causing contention amongst residents residing there. He indicated he has discussed his desire with both the Roadmaster and Zoning Officer and has been advised the road would need to be brought up to specifications prior to formally submitting the request. He has obtained an anonymous donation of $40,000.00 for repairs to be made, although he is aware this funding will not complete all of the work that will be needed. In his research however, he has been unable to determine who owns the roadway. Per the subdivision plans, property lines for each lot end at the cartway. His speculation is the developer retained ownership of the roadway, thereby preventing the residents a legal right to request the dedication of the road. He will continue working on confirming the ownership, as he would like to have the owner provide written notification of their intention to deed the roadway over to the Township once the work is completed and approved by the Township. He questioned the Board as to its willingness to accept such an arrangement, as well as the exact requirements on drainage pipe and asphalt material. He was advised his first step would be to obtain an engineer who can assist him in ensuring the renovations to be made comply with the Townships Ordinance which the Township has provided him with twice in the past. Mr. Willerup expressed his desire to work with the Townships Engineering firm but was advised of the potential conflict of interest that could create. He was further advised that any charges incurred by his contact with the Township Engineer pertaining to this matter would be his responsibility. The Zoning Officer advised she had contacted the tax assessors office to confirm who was responsible for the taxes on the roadway as requested by Mr. Willerup and was advised that the roadway is considered common ownership by the landowners and are not taxed. She suggested a title search be done to obtain further information. Following a discussion on the matter, the Board advised Mr. Willerup that once an engineer has been selected and plans drafted that the Board would be willing to consider the plans presented. He was also advised that the Board would seek legal council pertaining to some of his other requests to confirm the legalities of and options available to the Township. 

2013 MEETING DATES: The following dates were established as meeting dates for the Board of Supervisors in 2013: January 7th, February 12th, March 12th, April 9th, May 14th, June 11th, July 9th, August 13th, September 10th, October 8th, November 12th and December 10th. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: The Board of Supervisors agreed to hold a budget workshop to discuss and prepare the budget for 2013 following the October 9th Board meeting.

COVERED DEVICES RECYCLING ACT: The Board was advised of the Covered Devices Recycling Act that becomes effective January 24, 2013. This law makes it illegal for anyone to dispose of desktop computers, laptops, monitors, computer peripherals such as keyboards, mouse, printers and speakers, televisions and e-readers that browse the internet with their regular garbage. Going forward, it will necessary to take these items, up to 10 per day, to the Lancaster County Solid Waster Management Authority’s Household Hazardous Waste Facility. As the Township allows disposal of these items at their annual Spring Clean Up event, the Secretary/Treasurer contacted Barb Baker who is the recycling manager for the Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority and confirmed that the Township would still be able to dispose of these items once per year as long as arrangements for their drop off are scheduled in advance.

PARK ISSUES: Mr. Emling advised that he has obtained the names and spoken with of some of the individuals on the security tapes from the Park that were present during the vandalism or seen associating with the individuals responsible for the vandalism that took place at the Park. He is also continuing in his efforts to confirm what action is being taken by the State Police to apprehend the individuals involved with the vandalism. A bid received for the replacing of the shingles on the gazebo had been obtained of $1,900.00 from Duncan Remodeling and Restoration. Mr. Groff indicated his desire to have the shingle roof replaced with steel roofing. Mr. Emling indicated he would obtain an estimate for the installation of a steel roof, however stated he had concerns over safety issues should that type of material be used. Mr. Proffitt questioned if the Solicitor had been contacted pertaining to Mr. Emling’s desire to ban individuals from the Park who were contributing to or taking part in the vandalism occurring. Mr. Emling advised the Solicitor suggested that the individuals involved be given a verbal notification of the Townships intent to ban them from the Park prior to officially doing so and stated that a time frame for the banishment be established. He suggested 6 to 9 months. Mr. Proffitt and Ms. Wood both indicated concerns over retribution the Township may face if the Board chose to ban people from the Park. Mr. Emling indicated his belief that fear of retribution should not weigh into the Boards decision. He further stated his concern that the recent vandalism and events taking place at the Park may be preventing families and/or other groups from utilizing the Park. Mr. Proffitt suggested the Board consider obtaining restitution for the damages in lieu of prosecution. Mr. Emling indicated his belief that individuals involved in destruction of the Park could work there as part of their agreement with the Township on restitution. Mr. Emling further advised that additional security cameras have been placed near the gazebo and are being relocated periodically to ensure the most accurate caption of activities occurring. 

RECESS:  At 8:45 p.m. a break was called to allow a short recess prior to the discussion on the employee manual. The meeting was reconvened at 8:57 p.m.

QUARRYVILLE LIBRARY: The Board was advised that Mr. Naylor of the Quarryville Library’s Public Relations Committee requested they be advised in his absence that he had made contact with the Amish Bishops but had not yet been able to visit the Rising Sun Library as discussed during his last visit. He also noted that he would be attending the October meeting along with a member of the Library staff and had requested to be included on the agenda again. The Board requested that Mr. Naylor be advised that while they are happy to be updated occasionally on the Library and it’s activities, that due to the number of issues that come before them that directly impact the residents of the Township that they do not believe monthly updates are necessary or make the best use of their monthly meeting time. 

EMPLOYEE MANUAL: During a review of the proposed employee manual, the following items were discussed:
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· Mr. Proffitt questioned if the Township supplied road crew employees with reflective shirts and was advised they did not. He indicated his belief that to ensure employees had the proper reflective clothing the Township should provide it for them and requested this item be placed on the October agenda at which time the Board could discuss the matter further.
· Mr. Proffitt questioned if the performance of vehicle inspections should be included within the Safety Rules. Following a brief discussion, the Board agreed that the inspection of vehicles is sufficiently covered in DOT regulations.
Mr. Emling requested clarification of the Boards decision to add a statement under the Your Responsibilities section noted on pages 20-21 indicating the use of handheld phones or radios are prohibited while driving while performing Township business. Mr. Proffitt indicated that the addition of that statement would ensure compliance with DOT regulations banning the use of any handheld device while driving. Mr. Emling indicated he contacted PSATS to confirm the use of handheld devices were illegal and was advised that the use of a handheld cell phone is legal. Texting on a cell phone or another type of device while driving is illegal.  Mr. Proffitt indicated that even if the use of handheld devices was currently legal in Pennsylvania that they are not in other States and in order for the employee manual to be useful in the future without additional revisions that the approved revision should stand. Following a discussion on this matter including the legality of cell phone usage and/or if the Township is obligated to comply with DOT regulations pertaining to their usage the Board agreed to obtained further information and investigate the matter further prior to making a final determination. 
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· The Board was advised that people leaving the Township in the past have been able to transfer their cell phone numbers to their new carriers upon their leaving. Additionally, some employees have requested they be allowed to maintain their cell phone number while on the Townships cell phone account. Following a review of the phrasing under the Cell Phone Usage section, the Board agreed to update the verbiage to read “ Cell phone numbers are the property of the Township, unless released by the Board of Supervisors.” The Board also agreed to update the phrasing pertaining to its use to indicate employees are to comply with all State laws.
TRAINING/SEMINARS: Upcoming training and seminars were reviewed. Ms. DeCarolis advised the Board that the records retention seminar she was scheduled to attend on September 12th was rescheduled to a later date, which she will be unable to attend.  

ADJOURNMENT: At 9:40 p.m. being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Proffitt, seconded by Mr. Jackson and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret D. DeCarolis

Secretary/Treasurer
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