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News from the
Board of Supervisors

Lately it appears news organizations
everywhere are reporting on governmental matters,
although they are only focusing on what is taking
place at either the County, State or Federal levels.
Thankfully, Pennsylvania is a state that was
founded on local government. Townships are the
oldest form of organized government in the United
States, dating back to the 17th century. When the
Pilgrims came to America from England, they
brought the concept of townships with them, and
by order of the Mayflower Compact, townships
became the first political subdivision in the New
World. William Penn began establishing townships
in Pennsylvania as early as 1683.

Today, there are four types of municipalities
still in existence: Counties, cities, Townships and
Boroughs. And while they all share the same basic
statutory powers and public service responsibilities,
each retains some unique characteristics. According
to state law, the "class" of a municipality depends
not on money, status, or prestige, but on
population. Pennsylvania has nine classes of
counties, four classes of cities, and two classes of
townships. Boroughs are not classified.

Little Britain Township is a Township of the
2nd Class. Generally, each class of municipality
operates under its own code of laws, which
determines its structure and powers. Although the
state legislature determines the powers and
organization of most municipalities, they are still
governed by a few elected local residents who
provide the functions necessary to protect the
health and safety of the residents. There are 1,456
townships of the second class today representing
more Pennsylvanians than any other form of
government - approximately 5.4 million residents.

For years, some State Legislators have been
saying that Pennsylvania has too many levels of
governments. Proposed legislation is attempting to

to abolish all local government units by having the
counties take over all municipal operations. The
proposal is intended to reduce duplicated services
and save tax dollars however, no group has proven
that the bigger, centralized government model is
more effective or efficient than Pennsylvania's
current system. "In fact, the opposite is true. Just
look around this state, and you'll see the evidence,"
stated David M. Sanko, the Executive Director of
PSATS. "Townships aren't failing, declaring
bankruptcy, or imposing widespread tax increases.
Instead, it's the bigger governments - places like
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Reading -
that are in real financial trouble. Townships have
been doing more with less - and doing it successfully
- ever since the days of William Penn, and they are
still around for a very good reason: They work."

The Board of Supervisors would like to express
theirthe Township Tax Collector for 22 years. Ms.
Coates advised the Board in early January that she
was resigning for the position, which she had
faithfully held for so many years. Based on that
announcement, the Lancaster County Treasurer's
Office has appointed by they Board of Supervisors to
serve as the Townships tax collector this year. Tax
statements for the year were mailed out in late
January. If for any reason, you have not received
your tax statement, please contact the County
Treasurer's office at 717-299-8222.

Please note that all tax payments must be
made at or mailed directly to the County Treasurer's
office, as the Township office is unable to accept any
payments. The County Treasure's Office is opened
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
and is located at: 150 North Queen Street

P. O Box 1447
Lancaster, PA 17608
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As the Spring weather prepares for its
arrival, the Township is busy preparing for some
nice weather activities as well.

First, on Saturday April 16th, the Annual
Little Britain Township Egg Hunt will be held at the
Township Park. This is always a popular event and
enjoyed by the adults and children
alike. There will again be a bike
raffle (bikes and helmets donated
by Groff & Groff Lumber), face
painting, candy jar guessing, and more! Festivities
start at 1:00 p.m., with the egg hunt beginning
promptly at 2:00 p.m. A guest appearance by the
Easter Bunny is a strong possibility, so don't forget
to bring a camera along to capture all of the special
moments. The bike raffle and egg hunt will have 3
age divisions, 0-4 years, 5-8 years, and 9-12 years.

A double-header will be held on Saturday,
April 3oth. The day will begin with another favorite
community event as the township will be holding its
Annual Spring Clean-Up day at the municipal
building from 8 a.m. to noon. The fee schedule will
remain the same as in previous years. Up to a
regular size pick-up load of items can be disposed
of for $5.00. (Furniture, toys, lawn mowers, etc)
Large whites (refrigerators, freezers, air
conditioners, etc.) are $15.00 and tires up to 15
inches, off of their rims are $3.00. Batteries will be
accepted free of charge. NO CANS OF

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL OR PAINT WILL
BE ACCEPTED. DOORS MUST BE

REMOVED FROM FREEZERS &
REFRIGERATORS.

Meanwhile, the second half of the double-

11l be taking place at the Township Park on
Green Lane from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday, April 3o0th as well. The
Park Clean-Up event allows volunteers
to help clean up the park for the busy
spring & summer seasons right around
the corner. People willing to rake
leaves, weed flower beds and
straighten up in general are welcome.
(This is nicer than doing your own
yard, because it all gets done in a few
short hours while you get to meet and
work with your neighbors) Please
consider volunteering a few hours on
this day in order to help us maintain
our Park.
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The Winter months brought more
than just snow and ice, they
brought a blizzard of new State
mandated rules and regulations.

CHAPTER 102:

In our last newsletter article we notified you
the Department of Environmental Protection was
modifying the Chapter 102, commonly known as,
Pennsylvania's Erosion and Sediment Control
Regulations. Because these changes had far
reaching ramifications that effect not only residen-
tial, agricultural and commercial construction, but
also farming activities, the Township scheduled
Rebecca Buchanan with the Lancaster County
Conservation District to provide an educational
training session. The session was held on January
12th, despite six inches of snow, and lasted a little
more than three hours. During the session,
Rebecca explained E & S plans are required to be
filed with the Municipality for earth disturbance
exceeding 5,000 square feet. Construction projects
disturbing 1 acre or more will be required to file for
an NPDES permit with the District and receive
approvals, prior to starting work. The new
regulations clearly define "earth disturbance” as
agricultural, residential and commercial construc-
tion activities, agricultural plowing and tilling
activities, as well as, animal heavy use areas. The
agricultural requirements will affect the greatest
number of Township residents. You will now be
required to design an agricultural Erosion &
Sediment Control Plan for plowing and tilling
gardens that exceed 5,000 square feet. You will be
required to address animal heavy use areas. These
are areas where animals congregate causing mud
lots or areas that can no longer sustain vegetation.
For large scale farming you are required to file an
agricultural Erosion & Sediment Control Plan or a
Conservation Plan. These plans will ensure better
management practices are being used to control
storm water and prevent loss of soils. The
Lancaster County Conservation District will design
these plans free of charge, interested individuals
can call 717-299-5361. Please note, you are not
required to obtain these plans from the Lancaster
County Conservation District, you may use any
agricultural planning agency you so desire.

OUTDOOR FURNACES:

Outdoor wood-fired boilers, or OWBs, are
becoming increasingly popular for heating homes
and water. The units are not always popular with
neighboring homeowners, however. In fact, the
state Department of Environmental Protection, in
response to numerous complaints, have recently
published new rules regulating their use. The
regulations will ensure that only the -cleanest
burning units will be sold in the commonwealth,
cutting down on harmful emissions and protecting

cleanest burning units will be sold in the
commonwealth, cutting down on harmful emissions
and protecting air quality. The DEP rules apply to
anyone who sells, leases, or distributes an outdoor
wood-fired boiler for use in Pennsylvania; anyone
who installs an OWB in the State; and anyone who
purchases, receives, leases, owns, uses, or operates
an outdoor furnace in the Commonwealth. The
regulation states what kind of OWBs can be sold in
the State, where they can be installed, and what can
be burned in them. The rule requires that outdoor
furnaces sold in Pennsylvania after May 31, 2011,
must be EPA-qualified Phase 2 units, which burn
90 percent cleaner than older units. They must also
be installed at least 50 feet from the nearest
property line and be equipped with a permanently
attached smokestack that extends a minimum of 10
feet above the ground. The rule also dictates what
fuels may be used in OWBs, including clean wood,
wood pellets, and home heating oil, natural gas, or
propane that is used as a supplemental starter fuel.
Non-Phase 2 furnaces purchased up to May 31 must
be installed a minimum of 150 feet from the nearest
property line and have a smokestack at least 10 feet
high. Although penalties for violating the regulation
can be imposed under the State s Clean Air Act, the
Department s intent is to encourage compliance,
rather than inflict punishment. Individuals who are
planning on placing a OWB or have an existing
furnace and have compliance questions please
contact Ron Gray, Chief of the Division of
Compliance and Enforcement in DEP's Bureau of
Air Quality at 717-772-3369. Please note that this
issue will be addressed during the Zoning
Ordinance rewrites under the new alternative
energy regulations. This will enable the Township
to assist the residents of Little Britain Township
who are placing units.

SPRINKLER SYSTEM:

Effective January 1, 2011 all new dwelling
units applied for are required to comply with the
Dwelling Unit Fire Sprinkler System regulations of
the International Residential Code of 2009. As I
write this article, House Bill 377 is on the floor in
an attempt to repeal this regulation. Unfortunately,
this newsletter will go to print prior to a decision
being made on the matter. Interested parties may
contact the Municipality for updates.

| REMINDERS:
K All new structures or NS
R Ca additions require a
zoning permit regardless
of size, paving permits are
required, any swimming pool containing more than
24" of water requires zoning and building permits
(including inflatables) per the State Uniform
Construction Code, and please remove yardsale
signs in a timely manner.
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Upcoming Meetings
- The Board of Supervisors will meet on the following dates at 7 p.m.
April 12 May 10
June 14 July 12
The Township Planning Commission will meet on the following dates at 7:30 p.m.
March 22 April 26
May 24 June 28

A Zoning Ordinance Re-Write meeting will be held on April 4th at 7:00 p.m.

The Zoning Hearing Board will conduct hearings on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, as needed,
starting at 7 p.m.

The Township Office will be closed on the following dates: March 22nd for Good Friday,
April 18th due to the State Convention, May 17th for Elections, and May 3oth for Memorial Day.

All meetings will be held at the Municipal Building located at 323 Green Lane, Quarryville and are
open to the public.

Recycling Will be from 8:00 a.m. to noon on April 2, May 7, and June 4.
REMEMBER TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.LITTLEBRITAIN.ORG
FOR THE LATEST IN NEWS AND EVENTS





